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The connection between "doors" and
diplomacy hes a speciel resonance for
Americans. What is recalled, of course, is the
so-called Open Door Policy towards China
that was enunciated in | 899-1900 by the then
Secret rT of St te, ,ohn Hat. lt was a
quintess€ntial expression of US ambivalence
toward colonial privilege. In the afterrnath of
the Sino-rapanese War of | 894-95 China was
erposed to a series of claims by imperial
powers: Germany received a 9g-year leasa to
the harbor of Kiao-chao, France "leased"
Kwang-chau-wan, England thc port of Wei-hai-
wei, and Russia held the J.lanchurian peninsula
on an unrcstricted 25 tear lease. The United
States Goyernment wanted to distinguish itself
from these powers, yet protect its commercial
and other inte?es6 in China and so formally
asked not the government in Peking, but the
European colonial governments and JaPan to
give th€ir assurances that it would be tr€atcd
with equality by Chlna within its sphere of
commercial and diplomatic inte?ests, That is,
so-called "l€gitimate American interests" as
these were de3cribed in Hay's note were to be
handled in Berlin, Paris, London, Rome, St.
Petersburg, and Tokyo. And so the Open Door
of China-equality for imperialists-provokes a
question: Whe?e dld China end?
Which, in turn, rais€s another question:
Where did Europe begln? The Russia governed
from St. Petercburg by Czar Alexander, with
French as its court language, seemed much
more European that a Russia cent€red in
J.loscow with its Asian heartland character, a
reality at the core of Leo Tolstoy'a Wor ond
Peoca Yet for Gotbachev an opening of the
then Soviet Union from within implied
inhabiting "the European house". To become
European appeared as a way to repudiato
Asiatic despotism, to signal an opening of
Russia and a tru€ closing of the Stalinist 6ra.
Perhaps, at l€ast, lt is evident that diplomatic

RICHARD FAIK
Avmpa Kaprlan Uzerine DiiqiiLnceler; Bir Yorum
A Meditative Comment on European Doorc

Amerikahlar igin *kaprlar" ve diplomasi
araslndaki iligkinin her zaman 6zel bir anlamr
olmu$fi.rr. Bu konu agrldr$rnda akla ilk gelen
do$al olarak, 1899-1900 .uasrnda, zamanln
drgiEleri bakanr John Hay'in formiile etti$i,

Qin'e iliEkin, agrk kapr denen politikasr oluyor.
Bu formiil ashnda ABD'nin s<imiirgeci
ayrlcal-rklar konusundaki ikili tutumunun bir
gcistergesidir. I 894-95 Qin-|apon savagrmn

Qin igin olumsuz bir sonucu da empcryalist
giiglerin bir dizi taleplerine maruz kalmak
olmugtu: Almanya Kiaochao limamnt 99 ytll*
kiralama haklo elde etti, Fransa Kwangchau-
Wan1, lngiltere Wei-hei-wei limantnt
"kiraladr" ve Rusya da Mangurya'yr'25
yrlL$rna srnrrsrz bir gekilde kullanma hakkrnt
kapu. Birlegik Devleder hiikiimeti bir yandan
kendini bu giiglerden ayrrmak isterken bir
yandan da ticari ve her tiirlti grkarlannt
korumak istiyordu, bu yiizden de resmen
Pekin'dcki hiikiimete damEmak yerine
Avrupah sdmiirgeci hi.iktimederden vc

]aponya'dan, Qin'den ticari ve diplomatik
grkarlar sciz konusu oldu$unda Ameirka'nrn
da onlarla egit olacafi konusunda gtivence
istcdi. Hay'in "megru Amerikan grkarlan"
olarak tanrmladr$r bu grkarlar Berlin, Paris, l,ondra, Roma, St. Petersburg ve Tokyo'da karara
ba$lanacaku. Dolayrsryla emperyalist gtigler igin Qin agft kaprsr - cmperyalisder arasrnda
eqidik - bir soruyu dne grkanyordu: Qin nerede biterf
Bu soru akla hemen bagka bir soruyu getiriyor: Avrupa nerede baglarl Qar Alexander'rn St.
Petersburg'dan ydnetti$ sara)'rnda Fransrzca konugulan Rusya, Moskova'da merkezlegmig,
can damarlan Asya'ya bafh bir Rusya'dan gok daha Avrupah gdriiniiyordu; Leo Tolstoy'un
SataS w Banf nn 6ziindeki gergeklik de budur. Ancak Gorbachev igin eski Soryeder
Birlilinin iginden agrlmasr, Avrupa Evi'nin bir sakini olmasr halinde gergcklegecekti.
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AvrupaLlagmak, Asya despodu$unun
re ddcdilmcsinin, Rusya'run drgan agrlmasrnn
ve bdylece Stalin ddneminin kapanmasrnrn bir
iqarcti gibi go riiniiyordu.
Belki de en azrndan, diplomatik kaprlann
cografrayla ve haritalarla higbir ilgisi yoktur
ve Avrupa da bir diigtince tarzrndan \e az ne
de fazla bir geydir. Sofuk Savag ddneminde
Avrupa temel olarak iki siiper giigle meqguldii
ve alaru da Washington ve Moskova
bagkenderi arasrnda bdliinmii$ti.i. Amerikan ve
Sovyct liderleri elbette Berlin'le gatrEma
halindeydilcr ancak bir krizi bir katastrofa
dciniigtiirmek konusundaki kararlan kendileri
veriyorlardr. Avrupallar, Arnerikahlann ve
Ruslann higbir zaman olmadrklan bir bigimde
rehineydiler. Bu grldrrtro gcrgeklifi ancak
Ronald Reagan, kryamedn Avrupa'da kopmasr
pahasrna dahi olsa Birlcaik Devleder ve
Sovyeder Birli$i'nin kargrhkh giig dengelerini
srrurh ntikleer savaElarla denemelerini o
bilinen saflrgryla dnererek bu denli agrk bir
biEimde ortaya koluyordu. Boylesine bir agrk
kalpliligin igleri kolaylagtrrmadrgr gdriildU ve
1980'lerin baglannda bu tutum terkedildi,
ama s6ziinii ettigi gerfeklik degiEme di.
Tiirkiye b<iylesine bir ateg altrndalrt kaderini
payla$tr$ siirece Avrupah olarak kabul
6rliliyordu. Iggticii eksikligi gekildigi bir
donemdc Alman g<ig politikasr Trirkiye igin
nas bir agrk kaprysa, Nato da 6yle bir agrk
kaprydr; ancak Avrupa toplulu$u ayn bir
konudur. Avrupa Toplulu$u'nun segicili$i
insan haklan ve dcmokrasiden gok kiiltiirel
kimli$e ve scrmaye birikimine dayaldrr. Osmanft Imparatorlugu'nun Avrupa'ya girmesine izin
verildiSi doSrudur ama sadece ohasta adam" olarak. Aruk 'Avrupa" Briiksel'de tammlandr$l
gekilde bir 'saghk" talep ediyor!
Tiirkiye Briikscl'e Suassbourg yoluyla mr yaklagmah) Tabii Tiirkiye gergekli$i baglamrnda
b<iyle bir gcniglcme stratcjisi sadece Avrupa pazarlanna girme hakkrrun gok de$er verilen
sonuglanna ulagmak igin de olsa bir demokratiklegme srirecini gerektiriyor. Ama bu noktada
bile mekdnsal imgeler gergeklikle tam bir uyum iginde degildir giinkfi Tiirkiye Avrupa
kaprsmrn dniinde karaya oturmaktan gok hizmctkArlar bciliimiinde kapah kalmrEtrr. Tiirkiye

doors have nothing to do with geography and
maps, and that Europe ls nothint more, or
less, than a state of mind. During the Cold
War Europe was essentially occupied by thc
two superpoweE, and its dual and divided
locus was 3ituated in the capital cities of
Washington and iloscow. American and
Soviet leaders certainly clashed over Berlin,
but decided on thelr own whether or not to
transform a crlsls Into a catastrophe.
Europeans were hostages in a sense then
neither Russians nor Americans were, a reality
that only the innocence of Ronald Reagan
made maddenlngly explicit with references to
limited nucle.r waB, 3ugtesting that the
United States and the Soviet Union might t6st
their respective strengths and wills at the
apocal6ic expens€ of Europe. Such candor
was not helpful, and was quietly abandoned
early in the 1980s, but not rea,ity of which it
bcspoke.
Turkey was welcomed as European so long as
it sharod this destiny of vulnerability. NATO
was an open door, as was German
immigration policy during a time of labor
shortate, but the European Gommunity is
another matter. The selectivity of the l.tter is
less about human rights and democraqr than
about cultural identity and capital formation.
It is true that the Ottoman Empire was
allowed to Gnter Europe, but only as "the sick
man". Now "Europe" demands "health' as
delined in Brussclsl
Should Turkey approach Brussels by way of
Strassbourg? Of course, within the Turkish
reality such a strategtf of expansion would
imply a democratizlng process, even if only a3
a means to reach the valued end of access to
European markets. Yet even here the spatial
imagery doesn't necessarily correlat€ as
Turkey is not 30 much stranded at the
European door3tep, but conlined to the
servants' quartGrs of tho European house. Can
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daha 9rk giyinip Avrupa masasrmn obiir
konuklanyla sofraya oturma iznini elde

Ama *b6lge"nin baEka yerlerinde Avrupa'nrn
segimi daha farkh gciriintiyor. Iskandinavya
igin sorun kin refahrn <iniinc gegirerek
srradan insanlar igin hayau daha tehlikeli, hali
vakti yerinde olanlar igin ise daha makbul bir
hale getirmektir. Isvegliler igin sorun milli
kimligi bdlgesel kimlikle desteklemekte degil,
birincil bdlgesel kimlikler arasrnda bir segim
yapmaktadrr: kuzeyli olmak mr, Avrupah
olmak mr... Isveg bazr kimseler tarafindan II.
Diinya Savagr ve So$uk Savag siiresince
Hamlet'i oynamakla suglanml$tr ama bu
"firsatgrltfr" takdir edenler az degildi.
Iskandinavya ve ashnda DoSu ve Orta Avrupa
*Avrupa nerede bitiyorf" sorusunu higbir
zaman davet etmez. Kiilttirel olarak nereye
ba$h olduklan konusunda griphe yoktur.
Sorun grkaran, AT'na girigin Briiksel'de
kararlagtrnlan fiatrn fazla ytiksek olup
olmayaca$t kuEkusu, bu fiatrn ulusal 6zerkli$i
zedeleyecegi korkusu ve oyunu Almanya'mn
kontrol edeceginin gitgide daha iyi
anlagrlmasrdrr.
Ig medcni ve kiilttirel kimlige gelince
Tiirkiye'nin konumu o kadar agrk de$ildir.
Avrupa'mn laik bir anlayrgla dahi olsa,
Hrristiyan kalmaya devam etmesi durumunda
Tiirkiye Islami ve Asyah yiizlerini ortaya
grkararak daha fazla saygmh$a sahip olabilir.
Ve elbette ki kimlik ve akrabalrl sofununun
kararlarr kapah kaprlar ardrnda verilmemclidir.
Maasuicht'e kargr hallan ters tepkisi bazr Avrupa iilkelerinde yurttaglann elitlerle aynr
do$rultuda diigiinmedi$ini gosterdi. Bir yrl once Princeton'r ziyaret eden Avusrurya Drgiqleri
Bakanr 'Avusturya Maastricht'i her zaman desteklemiEtir" dedi. Ona ,,peki ya
Avusturyahlarf " diye sordum. Mr. Moch "Eh, Avusturyahlann %70'inin kargr olduSu dofru'
dedi ve ekledi: "e$itilmelcri gerekiyor!'. TartrEmalar, sohbctlcr ve miinazaralarla, farkh Ttrk
dzellikleri arasrnda segim yapma stireci kendi bagrna gok degerli olabilir. Unutulmamahdrr ki
bir kapr iki yandan da kitlcnebilir ama bu kilit anca-k iki taraf uyum iginde davrandr $t zaLrlran
agrhr; her ne kadar iki tarafi hareketc gegircn beklcntilcr birbiriylc acligkili olsa da.

Turkey dress better and receive permission to
dine with the other ques$ at the European
tablel
Yet elsewhere in "the region" fJre choice of
"Europe" seems quite difrerent. For
Scandinavia it is a matter of trading welfare
for proflts, making llfe marginally less secure
for ordinary people, but much more congenial
for the afiluent. For Swedes, for instance, the
question is not one of supplementing national
identity with regional identity, but choosing
between primary regional identlties: whether
to be Nordic or European? Sweden is accused
by some of playing llamlet during World War
ll, and then again during the Gold War, but by
othe6 such "opportunism" giv€s rise to
admiration. Scandinavia, and fo? that matter
Central and Eastern Europe, would never pose
the question "where does Europe end?" Their
cultural location is not ambiguous. What is
problematic is whether the price of admission
fixed in Brussels is too high; and the awareness
that this prrice includes the pro3pect of a loss
of national autonomy and a more vivid
realization that Ge"many will control the
show.
Turkey is not so clearly situated when it
comes to cultural and civilizational identitt. lf
Europe remains Christian, even if only in a
secular spirit, then Turkey might achieve
treater ditnity bt omphasizing it3 Asian and
lslamic faces. And, of cou?se, the issue of
identitf and afliliation should not be decided
behind closed dooru. Th€ ltaastricht backlash
at the grassroots level ?eyealed that the
citizenry may not think along the same lines as
the elites in several European countries.
Yisiting Princeton a year ago, the Austrian
Foreign l.linister said that "Austria has always
supported lrlaastricht". I asked "What about
Austrians", l.lr, l.loch replled, "Well, it is true
that tox of Austrians are opposed", but
added, "thay need to be aducatedl" The
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Son olarak kiiltiirel kimli$e verilen aErn 6nem,
kaptlarrn toptan ortadan kalkmasr anlamrna
gelen tiirsel kimli$in biisbiiti.in oniine
gegmemeli. Global k<;yrin CNN'le kablo
baSlantrsr var, en egzotik ufuklarda
McDonald's'rn altrn kemerleri g<ize garpryor.
Madonna ve Michael Jackson konserleri her
yerde gengleri heyecanlandrnrken kurumlarr
sinirlendiriyor ve Mickey Mouse tiE<irderi
dtinyamn her yerinde sauhyor. Ama aynr
zamanda Greenpeace (yegil bang) ve
IJluslararasr Af Orgiitti'niin de prestijleri
diinya gaprnda ve uluscitesi demokrasi giigleri
global sivil toplumu kurmaya gahgryorlar. Bu
aga$rdan 1'ukan globallegme , yrkandan
aga$rya globallegmenin ana aracr olan piyasa
gtiglerinin igleyigine direniyor, onu dengeliyor
ve krsmen agryor. Ashnda tamamen kaprsrz bir
dtinya bile bir k<itii-iitopya olabilir, eger
dtinya halklannrn, toplumsal <irgtidenmenin
her diizeyinde, aileden Birlegmig Milletlere ve
arazi mekAmndan bilgi(sayar) mekinrna kadar
her yerde, ozgiirlegtirici bir politika igin
mi.icadele le rinin iiriinii olmazsa.

process of decision can itself be invaluable,
enabling the people to chooie amont difrerent
Turkish futures on the basis of conyeEation,
reflection, and debate. lt should be
remembered that a door can be locked from
either side, but that it can be unlocked only
when both sides act in harmony, although
possibly motivat€d by quite contradictory
expectations.
Finally, a preoccupation with cultural identity
should not entirely displace an appreciation of
species identity, the elimination of doors
altoSeth€r. The global village is wired to CNN,
ItlcDonalds golden arches are visible on the
most exotic horizons, concerts by l.ladonna or
Michael Jackson rile establishments
everywhere, while exciting the young, and
lrlickey I'louse t-shirts ar€ for sale worldwide.
But also Greenpeace and Amnesty
International enjoy prestige globally, and the
fotces of transnational democracy are
constructint a grobof civil society, a
globalization-from.below that resists, tempers,
and transcends the play of market forces, the
main vehicle of globalization-from-above. Even
a doorless world could be dysutopic unless it
results from the struggles of the peoples of the
world for an emancipator7 politics at all levels
of social organization, from the family to the
United Nations, from territorial space to
cyberspacel


