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Sevse de Dovse de Benim Avmpa'm!
My Europe, Right or Wrong!

Most Europeons ore convinccd thot the whole vo d
ts d$Perotely trling to bccomG a Pora of th?'tr
tpcclflc continenL Livtng tn Wctt n EuroPe ts bl
t fore pcoPre consldered o poradr3c. 7hr5 ,s trmpry
not true. Most Afrlcons ond Aslons orc hoPPf to
rcmatn tn their horDc countrtct, t rtaY havc a decent
chonce to survrve. But thc most outrd8cour ,t, thot
the general mitconce?tlors obout ft turc 'moss

mtgratlon' can Prevcnt inhobrtdnt of other
continents to move obout frccfy, And thls rcgodfcss
of whether they wont to vrsll EurcPc or not
On my way to an international conference in
Harare not lont ago, the organizerc had booked
me on a Lufthansa flight from London to Addis
Ababa, where I would break the first leg of my
tedious trip which had begun in the USA. To 8et
to Heathrow in time for my fllght, I wok€ up at
three in the morning and took two taxis' only to
discover one and a half hours later' once I got to
Lufthansa's checking counter, that I had no
chance of boarding the plan€.
I wondered why, and the ground hostes3 checking
in my luggage pointed out that my visa to
Germany had expired. With a touch of superior
reproach in my voice I enlightened the lady that I
hadn't planned to break my iourney in Germany. I
went on, topping up the dose of sarcasm in my
tone, that in any case I had only a 40-minute lay-
over in Frankfurt, fofi sufticient minutes in
which I would catch my fli8ht to Ethlopie a
country for which I had a valld document of entry.
With singular slowness, th€ ground hostess
informed me that I wouldn't b€ able to get on the
flight unless I had my visa renewed.
It was then that I lct go of my temper showering
all manner of abusive terms on anybody whom I
suspected had anphing whaBoeyer to do with
this my humiliation. Whereupon a Lufthanse
Ghecking Supervisor arrived on the scene, and
took me aside to inform me that their decislon
not to accept me as a p.ss3nter was part of an
elaborate chain of new leglslations that the airline
had received from the German authorities, a
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htalannn bir pnrgast haline gelobilmek igin

cennetten ferhsrzdt Oltn ba hig de d.olru
d.ejildir. Qoju Afrihah te Asyehlar
,eroht afint id.awe ettirebibnek igin yterli
bir Ennsa sohip lhelf,r, hendi iilkelerinde
kalmaktan fltatlalak duynrlord.t. Amn
hepsinden hiitiisdi, gelecektehi ohitle se I giiglero
honusandaki yaygtn ynnhg kawlaltx, d.iter
katalann sohinlerini Atrapa'y ziyaret etmek
isteseler de, istemeseler de, serbest d.olastmd.nn
uh.hoybilmesid.ir.
Krsa siire <ince Harare'dcki uluslararasr bir
konferansa katrlmam igin, toplantryr
diizenleyenler bana Londra'dan Addis
Ababa'ya giden bir Lufthansa ugagnda yer
ayrrmrglardr. Bciylece, ABD'dc baglamrg olan
srkrcr yolculu$umun ilk dura$r Londra
olmugtu. Uga$rma yetigecek bir saatte
Heathrow'da olabilmek igin sabah 09te
uyandrm, iki taksiye bindim ve birbuguk saat
sonra, Lufthansa'mn kontrol bankosuna
vardr$rmda uga$a binme g.rnsrmrn
bulunmadr$rm anladrm.
Nedenini mcrak ettim, bagajrmr alan yer hostesi Almanya vizemin sona ermi$ oldu$unu
sciyledi. Sesimde iisttinliik taslayan bir krnama ifadesiyle, seyahatimi Almanya'da bitirmeye
niyedi olmadr$m konusunda hanrmr aydrnlattrm. Ve, sesimdeki iSneleyici, ktigiimseyici tonun
dozunu daha da arttrrarak, zatcn Frankfurt'ta sadece 40 dakika kalacalrmr ve bu krrk
dakikanrn da bana, gegerli bir girig belgesine sahip oldugum bir tilkeye Etiyopya'ya giden
uga$rmr yakalamak igin ancak yetece$ini s<iyledim. Yer hostesi, egine ender rasdanrr bir
yava$hkla konugarak, vizemi yenilemczsem ufaga binemeyece$im konusunda beni

Qolu Avrupah tdim diinlanrn, kend.i

rnattaze& grpmd$mdan ku$u d.uymaz.
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dahil oldu$undan kugkulandr$rm herkese
hakareder ya$drrdrm. Bunun iizerine bir
Lufthansa Bilet Denetgisi sahneye grktr ve
beni bir kenara gekerek, yolcu olarak kabul
edilmemem konusundaki kararlannrn, ugak
girketinin Alman yetkililerden aldr$r aynnt r
bir yeni yasalar zincirinin, AT yrrttagr
olmayan herkesin Almanya'ya girigini
krsrtlayan gaddarca bir yeni y<inetmelik
serisinin pargasr oldu$unu sciyledi.
Sonra da bana, bagka geylerin yanr srra
benim, yolculu$umun baEladr$r yere tekrar
girig hak}:rm da bulunsa ve varaca$rm iilkeye
de girig hakkrm olsa, ve beni oraya gdtiiren
uga$rn iEinde bile kalacak olsam, vizem
olmadr$r miiddetge, yririirltikteki kogullara
g<ire, sadece bir Alman uga$rna binmemi,
bir saniyeliSine bile olsa Alman topra$rna
ayak basmam de$il, aym zamanda iilkenin
hava sahasrna girmemi dahi yasaklayan
<inlemlerin yaz r oldu$u 48 saat <ince
gelmig bir bilgisayar grkrgrm gcisterdi.
Gcne dc aiddede ve daha sert bir dille
protesto ettim ama nafile, giinkii sonunda
yapuglm gey bagajrmr alarak, bu kez Kahire
iizerinden Addis Ababa'ya giden ve ne yazrk
ki, ertesi giin o$leden sonra saat dortte
hareket eden bagka bir uga$a, bir British
Airways uga$rna yer ayrrtmak oldu.
Bilgisayann, seyahatimin sonunda varaca$lm
yeri olmasa da, giizergdhrmr de$igtirmesini
bekledim. Addis'e bu yolculugun yirmi ddrt
saat daha fazla vakit alaca$rm hesapladrm,
beddua etmek icin kozmosun bttiin
zamamna sahip olaca$rm bir yirmi dcirt saat! Ama kime beddua edecektim)
Kendime beddua, saflrgrma beddua, hatta iEinde yaEadr$rm Avrupa ve Afrika diinyalanna
beddua, s<iztin krsasr, beni kozmopolitan yapan her geye beddua! Sarunm kendime beddua
etmckle, aga$rlanma sonrasrnda yeniden dcngemi kazanmaya gabahyordum ve boylece
kozmopolidi$imi tammlayan yanlanmla Berlin, Londra, Paris ve kendi ba$lamrnda Mogadigu
gibi, insanlarm toplandr$r yerlcgim birimlerinin metropol do$alanndan tad alan
<izelliklerimle, kendi benli$im arasrna mesafe koyuyordum. Yoksa her isteycnin bu
metropollere yerlegip, kok salmaya buyur edilebilece$i benim hayalhanemdeki bir yakrgurma

draconian set of new regulations restricting entry
of non-EG citizens into Germany.
She then showed me a print-out of the 48-hour-
old measures, which stated, among other things,
that not only would I not be permltted under the
prevailing conditions to board any German plane,
but neither would I be allowed to touch German
soil or enter that country's air rpace for the
duration of a single second, eyen if I had right of
reentry into where my journey was beginning and
had right of entry into th€ country of mt
destination, and even were I to stay on in the very
aircraft that had taken me there: unlcss I had a
visat
Still I protested vigorously and in a harcher
language, but to no ayail, because eventually I did
what I had to do. I recove?ed my baggag€, and
stood at another Lufthansa counter to be booked
on a flight to Addis Ababa, this time vla Cairo,
and on a British Airways which, to my chagrin,
wouldn't leave until after four p.m. that day, As I
vyaited for the computer to .ltc? the designation
but not the final destination of my travel, I
calculated that my trip to Addis would take some
twenqdour hours longer, twenqdour hours in
which I had all the time in the cosmo3 to curse!
But curse whom?
Curce myself, cunse my naivet6, indeed curse the
European and African worlds in which I lived; in
short, curse everything that.went into making a
coimopolitan out of met I suppose by cursing
myself I was trying to recove? my equilibrium
after being humiliated and was thus taking
distance from those asp€cts of me which defined
my cosmopolitanism, those very traits which
delighted in the metropolitan nature of any
contlomerate settlement such as Berlin, London,
Paris or fo? that matter ltlotadiscio, ancient
places of human habitation where I had been
under the illusion that anyone was welcome to
put down their roots, for was that not how these
mighty cultural centres we?e brought lnto being?
And I was beginning to dread who I had become:
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mrydr, ya da gok eskiden beri nice insanlann
yeri/yurdu olmuE bu mekinlar, bu giiglii
kiiltiir merkezleri boyle yerler de$il
miydilerl
Ve neye d<intigmiiE oldu$umu dehgetle
diiqiinmeye baghyordum: Avrupa haklonda
derin bilgiye sahip Afrikah bir parya
mrydrm, yoksa o l:rtada gok dostu olan
Somalili bir cosncopolito mu, veya o krtadaki
birgok dostund an benpenuto'nun (htisni.i
kabul) gcirdii$ii igin, wal d'Earope'a
(Avrupa hastah$rna) tutulaca$a benzemeyen
biri mil Ben ki, yaprdan Avrupa'da
yayrmlanmrE bir yazardrm, bir Avrupa diliyle
yazmr$trm, romanlanm ve oyrrnlanm go$u
Avrupa'mn diller Babil'inden birine ya da
otekine gevrilmigti.
Bir-iki gtin 6nceden haberim olsa
Almanya'ya tig ayhk ziyaretgi vizesi a.lrrdrm,
hatta belki de, bir pasaport polisinin, benim
istcnmeyen ziyaretimi merkezi bir kontrol
noktasrna hig acelesi olmaksrztn iletcrek,
beni aga$rlayaca$rm bile bile Frankfurt'ta
durak yapabilirdim diye kendi kendime
biraz daha beddua ettim. Sonunda nefret ve
yalanrn g<iz ya$artrcr politikalanna beddua
ettim, gogmeni sanki segim kazanglartmn
istatistiklerine iEleyen, tek tek her koyu
renkli insanrn, kendi kendine iireten
soyudamalann toplamrm aruraca$rnt
diigi.inen, belki de, her kara deriliyi,
Avrupa'yr batakll. haline getiren o
sitziimona gcig seli denen geye katrlacak
kiigtik bir damla gibi gcirerek, tek haneli bir
sayrya indirgemeye niyedi Le Pen'viri politieele

an African pariah with a deep knowledge of
Europe, a Somali cosmo?orito who had many
friends in that continent, who, having received
the benvenuto of many friends on that continent,
was not fikefy to suffer from mot d'Europcl l, .
writer whose work had been published in Europe'
and who wrote in a European language, and many
of whose novels and plays had been translated
into one or the other of Europe's Babel of
tonguest
I cursed myself some more, thinking that dven a
couple of days' notice I miSht have organized a
three-month visitor's visa into Germany, perhaps,
even break my iourney in Frankfurt where an
immigration ofiicer would humiliate m€ by taking
his time as he communicated my unwelcome
presence to a central control Point. Finally I
cursed the lamentable politics of hate and of
fafsehood, cursed the Le pen-brand oi Potttlcos
who insisted on working the mitrant, as it were,
into the statistica of their electoral gains, who
were intent on turnint eyert single dark person
into a digit which they hoPed would boost the
total of thcir self-serving absttactions' Perhaps
reduce every black into a mere trickle ioining the
so-called flood of migrants with which Europe is
allegedly swamped. And I wondered how my
presenc€ for a transitory forty minutes on the
grounds of Frankfurt airport miSht have enriched
the humus of Europaranoia?
ln the interplay of tensions resultint trom my
present condition I thouSht it would bear asking
oneself the question if the authorities of many
countrt could arbitrarily break the international
covenant, which guarantee th€ riSht of (transitl)
passage to t bono flde traveller whose final
destination is clearly defined in the book and
verse of airline regulations? How were we, in
Africa and other parts of the world, to react to
Fortress Europe? An ideology of Eu?ocentrlsm
benefitting from hoiro? tactics, a philosophy
based on a Swastika of arson attacks on children
and women refugees, acts of Eurocentrism which

lanet ettim. Ve benim Frank.firrt havaalanr

zeminindeki lork dakikahk transit varhgrmrn Avruparanoyamn hamurunu nasrl
zenginlegtirece$ini me rak ettim.
O andaki durumumun yol agtr$r gerilimler birbirini etkilerken, insan-rn kendisine, son varaca$t
yer havayolu girketi yone tme likle rinin kara kaph kitabrnda agrkga belirtilmig bond jlde bir
yolcunun (uansit!) gegiE hakkrnr teminat altrna alan uluslararast anlaEmap herhangi bir
tilkenin yetkilileri keyfi olarak bozabilir mi sorusunu sormamn srrasr geldi$ini diigiindtim. Biz,
Afrika'da ve dtnyamn di$er yerlerinde, Avrupa Kalesi'ne kargr nasrl tepki gcisterecektikl
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Dehget taktiklerinden yararlanan bir Avrupa
merkezciliSi ideolojisine, gocuk ve kadrn
mtiltecilere ycinelik kundakgrhk saldrnlanmn
Gamah Hagrna dayanan bir felsefeye, rrksal
nefrctin alevlerini k<iriikleyen Avrupa
merkezcili$i edimlerinel Peki ama biiti.in
bunlann 96g ola)'r ile ne ilgisi vardr?
Ve kendi kendimi, Avrupa'da ne zaman
ekonomik durgunlu$a dayanan bir ig
bunahm olsa, gciniillti kitle gcigleri ve ayak
talomrnln srmr drEr edilmesi olaylannrn
yaqandr$r konusunda uyardrm; 1596'da
Londra Valisine yazan Kralige Elizabeth'in
"uyruklanmrzrn nafakasrna ortak olduklarr
iEin" (birkag kcitti hasat olmugtu ve o srralar
niifirs sade ce iig milyondu!) kraliye t
topraklanndaki karaderililerin srnrr drEr
edilmesini <inermesii lTnci ve lSnci
yiizyrllarda ayaktakrmrmn yurtdl$na
grkartrlarak, Yeni Diinya denen yerde
mahkrimlann gcinderildi$i stirgtin
kolonilerine kitleler halinde sevkediligleri;
1920'lerde gene Ingiltere'de Londra'nrn
DoSu yakasnda Moselite fagisderin go$u
Somalili olan karaderililere saldrnp onlan bir
giinah kegisi olacaklan srrada meydana
gelen, gdze en garpan toplulu$a yrinelik
rrkgr saldn olaylan gibi.
Birinci Diinya Savagr'mn hemen ardrndan
Avrupa siperlerinde dciviigmiiq karaderili
birliklerin nasrl terhis edildiklerini ve
yoksullar ile evsizlere nasrl katrhp St. Giles
Circus gevresindeki sokaklarda rsrnmak igin
nasrl asker yiiriiyrlqiiyle dolaguklannr;
karaderililerin oturdu$u gegici meskenlerin, bugtiniin Avrupa'srnda meydana gelenlerle
kryaslanacak gekilde nasrl saldrnya u$radr$rnr, yakrldrSrru ya da taElandrSrnr da hatrrladrm.
Acaba Avrupa ne vakit drg bir bunahmla karEr karErya kalsa, kaprlannt kapatma e$ilimi
gdsteriyor olamaz mr diye merak ettimf
Gazeteler Afrika, Asya ve Do$u Avrupa'dan gelen miilteci krh$rndaki gcigmen sellerinden,
refah igindeki Batr Avrupa'nrn savaklan rjniinde kaynaEan istenmeyen insan sellerinden soz
etmektedir. Benim bu makalelerin yazarlarrm kasrth olarak yanhE bilgi vermekle suglamam
ahlak drgr mr olurf Yan gergekleri bciyle hayasrzca dile getirmenin Avrupa Kalesi'nin,

fan the flames of racial hatred? And what bearing
has ant of this to do with the phenomenon of
migration?
t l
And I reminded myself of how whenever there
was an intemal crisis in Europe due to economic
depression, one experienced voluntary mass
emigration and deportation ofthe underclass;
how in 1596 Queen Elizabeth writint to the Lord
Mayor of London suggesting that the blacks in her
realm be deported "as they we?e taking food out
of her subjects' mouths" (therc had been a series
of bad harvests, and the population at the time
was a m€re three million!)i how in the | 7th and
| 8th centuries the underclass were deported en
masse to penal colonies in the so-called New
World; how in the 1920s in Britain again there
were instances of racial attack on the most visible
community when the l.loselite fascists marched
on the black in London's East end to entage the
blacks, many of whom were Somalis, in an
escape-goating pitched battle.
I recalled how as a direct followup of the ending
of the First World War, black troops who fought
in Errope's trenches were demobilised and left to
ioin the destitute and the homeless, marchint the
streets around St. Giles Circus in an attempt to
keep warm; how lodging houses where blacks
lived were attacked, burnt or stoned in ways
comparable to what's occurring h today's
Europe. Could it not be, I wondered, that
vyhenever there was an erternal crisis, Europe
tended to close its gat€s?
And as a result of Europe's growing hysteria
newspapers all over this continent speak of floods
of migrants masquerading as refugees originating
in Africa. Asia, and Eastern Europe, floods of
unwanted humanity deplcted as b€stial hordes
swarming at the sluices of well-to-do lvestern
Europe. Would it b€ unethical of mc to accuse
the authors of these article3 of deliberate
misinformation? }Vould it be considered
defamatory to assume that such barefaced telling
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sermayesi haline geldi$ini varsaymak haraket
mi sayrlrrl Bu okuma oziirlii Avrupa-
merkezcilerinin bazrlanm; doksan yaqrnr
idrak ctmig biri, Imparatorluk Avrupasr'nrn,
e konomik stratejilerinin mimarlan diinyanrn
neresini kafalanna takmrElarsa oraya silah
zoruyla girmeyi pratikte ve teoride
benimsediSini; Kitab-r Mukaddes'ten
kaynaklanan higbir adalct duygusu ya da
herhangi bir diinyevi ahlak duygusunun
denizaqrn tilkeleri fethetme giictine sahip
olan bu aggcizlii adamlann o iilkelerin yan-
insan, yan-hayvan diye tammladrklan
insanlannr kendi miilkiyetleri aluna alarak
tagrnrr mallara indirgemelerine, kendi
evlerinde ikinci ya da iigiincii srmf vatandag
kahbrna dcikttikleri o tilkelerin yerlilerini
kryrma u$ratmalanna engel olmadr$tnt
gdzleriyle gdrmt$tiir, diye uyarmaya deSer
mi?
Hele hele, e$er istatistiklcrden s<iz
edeceksek ya da "g6gmen veya miilteci
selleri" ibaresini kullanacaksak! Acaba
giintimiiziin yanhg bilgi sahibi Avrupa-
merkezcileri, ilk kez 1685'te Ingilizler
tarafindan, Katolik go$unluSun zulmiinden
kagan Huguenot Protestanlan igin Nantes
Bildirisi'nden sonra sr$rnacak bir yer arayan
Huguenot'lar igin kullamlmrg bir terim olan

"miilteci" kelimesinin k<ikenine inmekle
ilgilenirler mil Afrika'da bu kelime hig
yankrlanmamrgtr vc yakrn zamanlara kadar
da duyulmug degildi. $imdi dtigiiniiyorum
da, 1'ukanda sriz etti$imiz gazeteler, bu
yiizyrhn f,e Pen'leri, Duchannonlar'r ya da Enoch Powell'lan son onbeg kadar yrlda bagka bir
ycre kahcr olarak yerleEmek iizere kag Avrupahmn gcig etti$ini o$renmekle acaba ilgilenirler
miydi, bu rakamlan bilmek isterler miydif Taraflr vc tumturakh iddialarrnda dcngeli bir gciriig
sunma di.irtistliiSiinii gosterirler miydi) Do$duklan yerleri bagka bir yere yerlegmek igin
terkeden Avrupal ann saysrmn, insanlan, hor g<iren bir edayla bir sel olarak tammlanan
Avrupah olmayan biitiin kiEilerin sayrsrnr fersah fersah agu$rru kabul etmc diirtisdi.igi.inii

of half-truths has become Fort?e3s Europe's
stock-in-trade? ls it worthwhile to remind some of
these ill-read Eurocentrists that vvithin the liying
memory of a nonnogenarian it had been the
practice and policy of lmperial Europe to shoot
its way to whereyer in the world the architects of
its economic strategies had set theit hearts and
minds, and no sense of scriptural iustice, no sense
of secular morality prev€ntod these Sreedy men
from massacring the nativei of the lands across
the seas, lands they took possesion of because
they had the power to conquer, whose peoples

they ?educed to chattels, men and women whom
they described as half-human, half-beast, and
whom they moulded into second.or third-class
citizenry in their own lands of oriSin.
And if we're to talk of statisties, o? to use the
phrases, "floods of migran$ or refuSees"t I
wonder if today's ill-informed Eurocentrists would
at all be interested in traclng the orlgin of the
word "refugee", a term which was first used by
the English in 1685 to de3cribc the Huguenot
Protestants fleeint peBecution by the Catholic
maroiitt, Huguenots seeking asylum after the
Edict of Nantes had been passedt In Africa the the
word had no resonance, and wasn't heard of until
recently. Come to think of lg would the
aforementioned newspaper3, the Le Pens, the

"Duchannons" or the Enoch Powells of this
century be interested in findlng out how many
Europeans migrated clscwhcrc to settle
permanently in the past fifteen or so years, would
they be keen to know what their figures are?
Would they have the honesty to offer a balanced
view in their biased declamations: that the
number of Europeans who left the areas of their
bi?th to settle somewhele else far erceeds all the
percons of non-European origin whose presence is
disdainfully described a3 a floodl
Why, nearly thirty million ltalians left the
Peninsula within the livint mcmory of an
octogenarianl }Vht, half a milllon Germans leave
their homeland yearly even today to take up

gdsterirler miydi)
Oyle ya, sekscn yagrndaki bir kigi yaklagrk otuz milyon ltalyanrn Yanmadayr terketti$ini
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gdzleriyle gormtigtiir. Oyle ya, bugiin bile
yrlda yanm milyon Alman, bagka bir yere
yerlegmek igin yrrdannr terketmekte! Oyle
ya, altmrg milyondan fazla Ingiliz yuvalannr
terkederek denizler a;mrE ve Afrika,
Avustralya, ABD ya da Kanada'ya kesin
olarak yerlcgmig durumda! Yeni Diinya
denen yere ulaEan Afrika soyundan gelme en
biiyi.ik grup buraya kendi <izgiir iradeleriyle
gitmcmi$, bizzat bu Avrupah miilte ciler ve
g<igmenler tarafindan, k<ile olarak zorla
gotiirtilmi.i$tiir!
Son zamanlara kadar bi.iyiik gruplar halinde
Avrupa'ya ya da Kuzey Amerika'ya g<i9 eden
Afrikahlar diye bir gey yoktu, kimse de bu
krtadan gelen miiltecilerle u$ragmak
zorunda kalmamrgtr. Bunlar 1980'li yrllarla
birlikte, o lqtanrn gegidi yerlerinde padak
veren ig gatrgmalann ardrndan ortaya grkan
olaylardrr. Mtazzam miktarda miiltecinin
qrku$ tek iilke, apartheid uygulayan Giiney
Afrika'drr, burada da sorumlunun kim
oldu$unu biliyoruz! AvrupaLlann g<iz|i yagh
bir gekilde miilteci selinden soz ettiklerini
duydu$um zaman, dtinyamn en yoksul
iilkclcrinden biri olan Somali'nin. ister
inamn ister inanmayrn, iilke pargalanmaya
baElayana kadar, her iig kigiden biri baEka bir
yerden gelmemesine muazzam bir miilteci
niifusu banndrrdr$rm hatrrlamaktan kendimi
alamryorum. Ulkcnin srmnndan, ycrinden
yurdundan e dilmig buyttk bir insan
kidesinin iilke srmnmn <itesinde geldi$i

residence somewhere elsel Why, over sirtt
million Britons abandoned their homesteads to
cross the seas and take up p€rmanent residence
in Africa, Australia, the USA, or Canadal And the
largest contingent of African descent ever to haye
made it to the so-called New World didn't go
there on their free will but were forcibly taken
thore by these very Europcan emigr6s and
settlers as slavesl
Until recently the world hadn't known of Africans
migratinS to Europe or North America in large
numbers, nor had anyone to deal with refugees
coming from that continent. These are an
eighties phenomenon, following civil strif$ which
have erupted in various parts of the continent.
The only count4/ that had produced refugees in
immense quantities had been apartheid South
Africa, and there we know who is responsiblel
When I hear of Europoans speaking lam€ntably of
the refugee flood I cannot help remembering that
Somalia, one of the poorest nations in the world,
until the country began to fall apart, belieye it or
not, supported such a large population of
refugees, to the €xtent that one in a every three
had come from somewhere else. The situation is
no difrerent in Malawi, where there is a large
influr of displaced percons oridnating across that
count?y's border.
Perconally | find it an afrront to loglc for
Europeans to say that they are unable to meet
the needs of the small influx of migrants that have
come their way.

l
Attitud$ difrer from one area of the world to
another over the questlon of emigration. In
Africa, almost all Bovernments have edicts
denying thcir own citlzens the ?ight of exit, a
bureaucratic measure first imposed on the
continent by the European powerc which
colonized it. And tet, more than ant other
locality Africa appean to have sufrered all
manner of brain hemorrhagcs given that most of
its highly qu.lified sons and daughters eicher

Malawi'de de durum farkh delil.
Ben gahsen Avrupahlarrn onlann krtasrna gelmig gok daha kiigiik bir g<igmcn akrmntn
gereklerini kargrlayamadrklanm sdylemelerini, mantr$a hakaret saylyorum.
Ve Avrupa'mn artan isterisinin bir sonucu olarak bu krtamn ddrt bir kciqesindeki g<ig
sorununa iliEkin tavrrlar bdlgeden bOlgeye farklLk gosterir. Afrika'da hemen hemen biitiin
hiikiimcderin kendi yurttaglanna 9rkr9 hakk tanrmamaya iliEkin bildirileri vardrr, ilk kez krtayr
s<lmtirgelegtiren Avrupah giiglerin kabul ettirdigi biirokratik bir <inlemdir. Ne ki, nitelikli
lqzlanrun ve ogullanfln e$itim g6rdiikleri kuzey yankiiresinde kalmasr ya da daha kirh igler
bulmak iizerc sonunda oraya ddnmesi ncdeniylc, her tiirhi beyin kanamasl gegiren de gene
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Afrika'drr.
1960'h yrllann ortasr ile 1970'li yrllarda
Afrika'da, en iyile rimizi Avrupa'ya
baSrgladr$rmrz, buna kargrhk da yoz yardrm
gcirevlileri ve dilcr uzmanlar geklinde en
kdttilerini aldr$rmrz yolunda bir inanrg vardr.
Belki srra gimdi, bugiinlerde ilk kcz olarak
Avrupa'ya rhmh bir boyutta gdgmen i$gi
ihrag eden Afrika'ya geldi. Oyle bile olsa,
Afrika'nrn, g<igleri Eo$u ke z maddi manevi
destek bulan Avrupa ile mukayese edilecek
bir gcig stratejisi yoktur ve bagka bir yere
yerlegmiq olan Afrikahlann go$u, g6glerin,
yetkililerin yardrmr olmaksrzrn
gergeklegtirmigtir.
G<ig politikasrna yakrn bir politikasr olan bir
tek Afrika iilkesi biliyorum: Sudan. Bu
politika da yalmzca Arap iilkelerinde gahEan
yurttaglanyla ilgilidir, daha 6nce kendilerini
desteklemig olan Sudan'rn ekonomisini bu
kez onlann desteklemesi igin gelirlerinin bir
bciliimiinii yola bir projeye yatrrmalannr
<ingiiriiyor, yani, sadece vergi toplama

Eeklinde istismarcr bir amag tagryor. Buna
karErl-rk, Italya gibi Avrupa devletlerinin,
nereyc yerlegirlerse yerlegsin kendi
yurttaglanrun en iyisini elde etmelerini
sa$layan birkag ana giig politikasr var.
Vaktiyle bir "Yurt Drgrndaki ltalyanlar
Dairesi" vardr ki, bunun yerini daha sonra
"Direziona Generale della Emigrazione"
(G<igmcn Igleri Gen'el Miidiirliigii) aldr.
Ancak l980'li yllar, daha az sayrda ltalyan,
Alman ve Ingilizin iiLlkelerini terk ettiSi
Itdya, Almanya ya da lngiltere'de yeni bir genel g<iriiniigii ortaya koyuyor. Buna kargrhk, bir
Iqsmr hukuki statiiye sahip olan, bazrsr da olmayan daha gok sayrda yabancr gdgmen iggi
geliyor, higbir Abruzzian'rn iistlenmek iste meyece $i diiEiik ticredi iEgileri yapmak i.izere
orgiitsiiz bir siirti halinde gelen g<igmen iggilerdir bunlar. Ve ne gariptir ki, yrllardrr
yurtdrgmda EahEan yurttaglan igin bir politikasr olan ltdya gibi bir tilke, bugiine kadar
grigmenlik rizerine herhangi bir yasa grkarmayr gerekli gcirmiig dc$il. Ingiltcre, Fransa ve
Almanya ise gittikge daha kendi igine batmrg, kendi igine d<iniik hale geliyorlar.
Avrupa, benim Avrupam, Sevsc de Dcivse de! slogarum duyuyorsunuz srk srk, tedirgin edici

stayed on in the countries of the northern
hemisphere where thet trained or eventually
ieturned to them to take up more luc?ative
posltions.
There was a common saying in the Africa of the
midsixties and seventies that we donated our best
to Europe, and in return we received its wo6t in
the shape of corrupt aid workers, and other so-
called experts. Possibly the times haye cautht up
with Africa, which nowadays exporB miSrant
labours to Europe in medium measures for the
flrst time ever. Eyen so, Africa has no emigration
strategy comparable to that of Europe, which is
often supported and funded, and many of the
Africans who've made it elsewhere have done so
without help from the authorities.
I can think of only one African country, nam€ly
the Sudan, which had anything coming close to a
policy of emigratlon, and that only with reSard to
nationals working in the Arabian, and fot the
exploitative purpose of tax collection, given that
these nationals were made to pay a certain
portion of their income into a scheme whose
principal idea was to boost th€ Sudanese
economy which had earlier supported them'
Whereas European states, like ltaly, had in place
several key emigration policies, which made sure
that their peoples got the best out of where they
ended up, The?e was a "Department of ltalians
Abroad", which in time was replac€d bt the

" Dlrezlonc Gencralc dello Emlgrozlone".
The decade of the eighties, howeyer, marks a new
outlook in ltaly, Germany or Britain, with fever
Italians, Germans, Britons leaving thei? respectiye
countries, and more Joreign immigrant workers
cominS, some enjoying legal status, some not,
immigrant workers who arrive as a disorganlsed
horde to perform the lowlt paid iobs no
Abruzzian would wish to undertake. And yet it is
strange that a country, like ltaly, which had in
place for years a policy for its citizens working
abroad hasn't to-date thought it necessary to
establish a l€gislation on immigration. And
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bir yankrlanmasr olan bir ibare, insamn
hafizasrm cski fagizm giinlcrinc giitiiriiyor;
gtiniimiizde ve bu gagda hcrhangi bir
krtanrn, ister kara ister san, beyaz ya da ycail
olsun yakuzca belirli bir uka ait olabilecegi
konusunda rsrar edcn hcrhangi bir drglayrcr
fikir kadar kAbus uyandran ve sagma sap.rn
bir gcirtig.

lrltain, France and Gerrnany ere bccoming mor.e
Ingrown, mor6 inwatd-looklng.
And you hcer the rfogan E tt.o.lc, mV Ewopa, dtht
or yroni!, a phrase with a dbturblng reson.nc.,
t |dnS on6's memory b.ck to thc cr:twhlle deys
of frscism, a notion as nightmare-produclng tnd
as rbrurd as any exclu:ivist idce whlch ln3i3B in
thl3 d.t .nd .te th.t ant contincnt might bGlont
crclusively to any one given racc, bleck, yellow,
whltc or greenl


