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FRED HALTIDAY
I have two, disiointed, answers to this
questlon.
lf one stands on the white sandy b€aches of
Connemara, in th€ w€st of lreland, th€ ocean
wayes come in from the Atlantic. The first
answer is, ther€fore, to r€icct the
conventional geog?aphlcal focus of this
question, which is to ask how far "east",
Europe goes (to the Caucasus? the Levant? the
l'laghrib?) and ask how far "west" it 8oes. The
next stop ls America. In this lrish context, the
link to the rest of Europe are fratmented and
conflicting - first the particular high point of
lreland's own Europeen contribution when it
was a centrG of early Christian culture in the
fifth and sirth centuries - then a millennium of
economic and political domination by the
nearest, and larger, island Britain, and more
recently va?ious frustrated attempts to ofiset
this by securing aid from continental powers
(Napoleon, Kaiser Wilhelm, the Vatican,
lacques Delors). Yet the les3ons of the |rish
experience are broaden Europe as a continent
of cultu?al inte?action, but extreme and
enduring economic and polltical divisions, for
whom the most important escape and
countervailint force is the New World. In the
lrish case this meant massive emigration in
the nineteenth century, a pattern reproduced
in many other part3 of Europ€.
Whlle lrish writen decamped from the
independent state to exile in Europe (Joyce,
Beckett etc.), for the mass of the people this
New World wa3 not iust a place to flee to, and
from which to send remitt nces back home,
but also a iourco of politiqal hope. The
collapse of communism should lead us not so
much to reassess the Russian revolution as to
revalue the American, itself a displaced
product of the European enlightenm€nt.
Obscured by the past half century of US
imperial aspiration and cold war politics, the
Nerv,World reproduced much of what was

Avrupa'run nercde bittigi sorusuna verilecek
iki ba$lantrsrz cevabrm var.
Irlanda'mn batrsrnda, Connemara'mn beyaz
kumlu kryrlannda durup bakrnca, okyanusun
dalgasr Adas'tan vurur. Onun igin ilk ig, bu
sorunun g<ireneksel co$rafi oda$rm, yani
Avrupa'mn ne kadar "do$aya' ( Kafkaslar mr,
kvant mr, Magreb mil) gitti$ini bir yana
brrakmak ve ne kadar 'batrya" gitti$ini
sormaktrr. Bu durumda ilk durak Amerika'drr.
Sdziinii etri$imiz lrlanda ba$lamrnda, Avrupa
ile ba$lanular yanm yamalak, iistelik de
gcligkilidir - <irnc$in lrlanda'nrn Avrupa'ya
katkrsrnrn doru$u, beginci ve altrncr
yiizyrllarda erken Hrristiyan ktilttiriiniin
merkezlerinden biri oldu$u dcinemde dir.
Sonra, bin yrl boyunca, kendine en yakrn ve
kendinden biiytk ada olan Britanya'mn
ekonomik ve politik egemenli$i alunda
ya$aml$trr; son donemde de, bundan
kurtulmak igin krtadaki ge$itli giiglerden
(Napoleon, Kayser, Wilhelm, Vatikan, lacques
Delors) yardrm alma yolunda bagansrz
gabalara girmigtir. Gene de lrlanda
deneyiminin dersleri, bundan daha genigtir:
Avrupa ki.ilttirel iliEkilerin i9i9e gegtigi, ama
ekonomik ve politik ayrrmlann da a$ln ve kahcr olduSu bir krtadrr ve burada olana kargr en
dnemli kurtulu$u ve dengeleyici kargrt giicti Xeni Diinya temsil etmi$tir. Irlanda ba$lamrnda
bu durum ondokuzunpulyrizyrl boyunca ora\\doB.,, kitlesel bir gdf anlamrna geldi ki, aynr
geli$me Avrupa'nin birgok bagka billgesl'pde de tekrarlandr.
Irlandalr y^z rlaw baSrmsrz {evletlerini terkeder ve kendilerini Avrupa'da siirgtine yollarken
(|oyce, Beckett vb.b) halkrn biiyiik go$unlu$u igin bu yeni diinya yalnrz kagacak bir yer,
kazanglannrn bir lasmrnr da yrrtlanna gcinderecekleri bir yer olmakla kalmadr, aym zamanda
bir politik umut kaynagr oldu. Komiinizmin gdkiigii bizi yalmz Rus de$il, Amerikan devrimini
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de yeniden de$erlendirmcyc zorlamah, giinki.i
o Amerikan devrimi de, Avrupa
aydrnlanmasrrun yerinden kaymrg bir
iirtiniidi.ir. Son yanm ytryrhn, ABD
cmperyalist ozlcm-leri ve so$uk sava$ siyaseti
bu olgunun iisttine kotii bir gcilge diigiirdii,
ama ashnda Yeni Diinya - bunu en genig
anlamrnda kastediyorum, yani Montreal'den
Bucnos Aires'e ve sonra da Sydney'e kadar -

Avrupa'mn en iyi yanlanm yeniden
iire tebilmigtir. So$uk savagrn sona e rme sinin
olumlu yan-sonuglanndan biri, okyanusun
<itesindeki bu "yeni Avrupa'nrn" olumlu ve
olumsuz boyudannr daha serinkanh bir
bigimde yeniden diiqtiniip de $erle ndirmemize
imkin saflamasr olabilir. Yeniden yaratabilme
umuduyla goEiilen bu diyara, Kafka kadar
knin de, gdziinii dikkade dikmigti. Qtnkii,
baEaramadrklan geyler de olsa, bu krtadaki
iilkeler en azrndan, eski krtamn fedoal ve
bagka tiirden tarihi y0klerinden belirli <ilgiide
kurtulmug bir toplum goriiniimtindeydiler.
Ikinci cevaba gelince, bu terimin zaman
iginde kazandr$r anlamr <ilgiilii, eleqtirel ama
dof,ru oranh bir de$erlendirme gereSini
kavramalyrz. Tarihi baglangrg noktasr,
bugiiniin Avrupa'sr degil Akdeniz, dzellikle
de Do$u Akdeniz'dir; daha sonra Avrupa ve
biiyiik <ilgtide dtinya tarihinin dinleri, siyasi
fikirleri., ekonornik zorunluklan buradan
yay mrEtrr. Bugiiniin Avrupa'srnrn yaratrlmasr,
bu Akdeniz medeniyetinin kuzeye ve batrya
yayrlmasrrun sonucudur; aym zamanda da, bu
ilk birligin 'Islim" ve *Hrristiyanhk" olarak
ikiye de$il, Musevi baSrmsrz istihkAmr da yanlannda olmak iizere, do$u Huistiyanh$r, bau
Hrristiyanll$r ve IslAm olarak iige aynlmasrmn sonucudur. ALT'nin Avrupa'sr, gimdi ona
kaulmasr muhtemel iiyeleri igine alacak gekilde geniElerse, batr Hrristiyanh$r'mn iilkelerine
kucak agacak: Izlanda, Malta, Finlandiya, Avusturya v.b. ote yandan eski Sovyet blokunun
Katolik veya Protestan tiyelcri de toplulu$a katrlacak: Macaristan, Polonya, Qek Cumhuriyeti,
belki Baltrk tilkeleri de. Htrvatistan ve Slovakya, Katolik olduklan halde drganda brralalacak.
Yunanistan ise kabul edilen tek Ortodoks devlet olacak ama bunun 1945 sonrasrnda
Avrupa'nrn yeniden olugmasryla, daha cince de Yunanistan'rn I82l'de Osmanh

best in Europe, this area interpret€d in the
broadest sense. from Montreal to Bueno3
Aires, and on to Sydney. The end of the cold
war may, as one of its positive side-effects,
allow us the better to contemplate the
positive and negative dimension3 of that "new
Europe" across the oceans, one to which
Lenin looked as much as did Kafka, a land of
expulsion, hope, recreation. This i3 io not
least because, for all their failures, these
societies represented a society in some
respects freed of the feudal and oth€r historic
burdens of the old continent - in their
secularism, multiculturalism, their mor€
egalitarian gender and political atmosphere3,
their sense of possibility.
The second answer is tb recognise the need
for a measured, critical but proportionate,
assessment of what the term has come to
mean. The historical startinS point is not the
Europe we have to-day, but the
l,lediterranean, and particularly th€ €astern
l.lediterranean, from which the reliSions, the
political ideas, the economic impulsions of
subsequent European and much of world
history have come. The creation of the Europe
of today rests upon the spread of this
l.lediterranean civilisation northwards and
westwards, but also on the sunderin of that
original unity not into two, "lslam" and
"Christianity", but into thr€e, western
Christianity, eastern Christianity, lslam, with a
fourth, ,ewish, redoubt. The Europe of the
EEC will, if extended to comprise those
members now assumed to be likely members
of it, reassemble the countries of western
Christianity: lceland, l'lalta, Finland, Austria
and so on will ioin, as will the Catholic or
Prote3tant memberc of the former Soviet bloc
- HunSart, Poland, the Czech republic,
perhaps the Baltic states. Croatia and
Slovakia, although Catholic, will be kept out,
Greece will r€main the one Orthodox state to



Wherc docs EuropG'end?

Awupa Nerede Bitiyor?

FRED HALLIDAY

lmparatorlu$u'ndan kendini kurtarmasryla
ilgili 9ok ozcl nedenleri var. Igeri almanrn ve
cgemenlik altrna almamn bariyeri gimdi gene

Cok aC* segik gdriintiyor. Islam diinyasr,
Ortodoks diinyasryla birlikte, bu anlamda,
drgta kalann bir pargasrnr olugturuyor.
Bu bir pargalama ve kendine..eklemleme
siireci; genig bir perspektif iginde
bakrldr$rnda, bu siireg Avrupa'nrn dtinyaya
dayatu$r bir nesnedir. Bu Avrupa modeline
ovgti ya da lanet ya$drrmanrn, "etno-santrik"
falan filan oldu$unu soylemenin fazla bir
anlamr yok: olan olmu$tur, b<iyle olmugtur.
Deng ya da Saddam batrnrn egemenli$ine
meydan okuduklannda, bunu bu politik
sistemin diliyle ve mekanizmalanyla
yapryorlar. Bir Gandhi veya Humeyni bile
batrh siyasi kavramlan kullamyor. Ama bu aynr
zamanda, potansiyel olarak, cizgiirle$tirici bir
geyi de igaret ediyor: Dtinyanrn Avrupa
tarafindan ve diinyadaki yavrulan tarafindan
kaba kuwede boyunduruk aluna ahnmasr, bir
dizi ckonomik ve politik tercihi, ekonomik
geliEme biEimini, demokrasisini ve bireysel
ozgtirli.ikleri genelleEtirdi. gimdi bunlar,
insamn kurtulugunun temeli olugturabilir ve
bagka herhangi bir b<ilgedeki herhangi bir
modelden daha fazla gegerlidirler. Modern
tarihin en biiyiik suglann Avrupah gr.igler
igledi ve bunlann go$u Avrupa topraklannda
ve bu yiizplda gergeklegti. Ne var ki bu
yagantmrn iginde olumlu kazammlar da vardrr;
diinyamn gegidi b<ilgelerinde insanlar, bir
yandan Avrupa'mn emperyalist yayrlmasrmn
tarihi bedelini haurlt ve aynr zamanda kendi kiiltiirlerini geligtirmeye gahgrrken, bu
kazanrmlara da de$er veriyorlar. HAll kesin bir cevap bulamayan soru 9u: bu dc$erlerin
genelleEmesi miimktin mii ya da bagka bir soyleyigle, dtinyanrn bir boliimiiniin serveti ve
gdrece siyasi ozgiirlii$ti, geri kalanln sefalete ve basluya mahkfrm olmasrnr zorunlu krhyor mu!
Global diizeyde bu zorunluysa, Avrupa'mn kendi iginde de boyle olmah - nitekim
komiinizmin giikiigii bu gergekligi yahn bir bigimde sergiledi.
Diinya iizerinde beg yiizyrlhk Avrupa egemenliginin sonu yaklagu. Verilmesi gereken srnav,
Avrupa devlederinin, ya da iglerinden bazrlannrn, ayncahklanm siirdiirtp siirdiire meye cegi

be ailowed in, although this was for special
reasons to do with the pattern of post- | 945
Europe and, before that, Greece's escape from
the Ottoman empire in | 82 | . Now the barrier,
one of intetration and subordin.tion, is
becoming clearer again. The lslamic world is,
in this sense, and together with the Orthodox,
part of thc ercluded.
This process of incorporation and
fragmentation is, in broader perspective, that
which Europe has imposed on the world,
There is little point in welcoming or
bemoaning the triumph of this European
model as "ethnocentric" or whateyer: it has
happened, that is it. When Teng or Saddam
challente western dominance, they do so in
the language and mechanism ofthis political
system. Even a Gandhi or Khomelnl
appropriates yvestern political concepts. Yet
this also points to what is, potentially,
emancipatory: the brutal 3ubiugation ofthe
world by Europe, and by its new world
ofrshoots, has also generalised a sGt of
economic and political options, of economic
development, democracy, and individual
liberties, which can provide the basis for
human emancipation, and more so than the
models of ant oth€r area. The g?eatest crimes
of modern histort have be€n committed by
European powerc, and inuch of them on
European soil, and in this century. Yet this
experience also contains a positiy€
achieyement that many elsewhere value, even
while promoting their own cultures, and
remembering the historic costs of European
imperial expansion. The question which has
been left open is whether such a
generalisation is possible, or whether the
wealth, and comparative political freedom, of
one part necessarily presupposcs the
immiseration and oppression of the rest. lf
this is true on a global level it is equally true
within Europe itself, and has been starkly
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sorunu de$il; bu tarihin cn olumlu
kazanunlanmn herkesin yaranna diinya

Eaprnda genelleEip gcnellegmeyeceli sorunu.
Kaldr ki Avrupa kendisi, her zaman yaptr$r
gibi, dtinyamn bagka bdlgclerindcn gdglcrden
ve gelen kiiltiirlerden yararlanmaya devam
ediyor. S<iz konusu ideallcrin vc vaad cttiklcri
en iyi gcylerin zafcri hem Avrupa'ntn, hem dc
onun iginde yer alan aynmlann son bulmasr
anlamrna gclccektir.

poied bt thc collapse of communism.
The flvc centuri€3 of European domination of
tho world are coming to an end. The test will
be not rlhether Europepn states, or some of
thGm, can retain their flrivileges, but whether
the bc3t ln tlrat achieve'meht can be
generellsed .cros3 the world, to the beneflt of
all, as Europe ltcelf contlnues, as it has always
don€, to benefit from cultures and migration;
from oth€? a?eas of the world, The triumph of
thore ldaals and of th€h b€st promise would
con3tltuta the abolitlon of Europ€ and of the
dlvlslons within it.


