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Bir Bizans Tarihgisi G<iztiyle Bugtiniin Trirkiyesi
A Byzantine Historian's yiew of Turkey Today

Bugiin Tiirkiye 'ye gclen Avrupah turistleri,
ziyaret ettikleri tarihi yerlcr arasrnda en
derinden etkileyenler, belki de Ephosos gibi
yrkrlmrg klasik kentlerdir. Burada. kamu
yaprlanmn tasanmlm ve <izellikle de bir
zamanlar geligen Yunan kenderinin planrnr
Atina ve Roma gibi giiniimtiziin srkrgrk
modern bagkentlerine g<ire 9ok daha iyi bir
bigimde de$erlendirme olanaSt vardrr. Buna
ck olarak, aym turisdcr, golgu kez Aziz
Paul'rin ayak izlerinin tizcrindcn
yiiriidiikle rinin farkrna vanrlar; Aziz paul'iin
Roma eyalctlcri ve Ktigrik Asya'daki
yolculuklannda izledigi yol birgok turistik
ge zinin programrna ahnmrytrr. B6ylece
ziyaretgiler, Tiirkiye 'yi iki temel agrdan, hem
klasik Greko-Romen hem de ilkel Hristiyan
kiilttrlerinin begiSi olarak <)$renip tanrrlar.
Ve bu iki kadim gelenek Avrupa uygarh$rnrn
olugumunun 6zgiin 6seleri olarak kabul
edildigine gcire, konuklar kendilerini
hayadannda ilk kez, kiiltiirlerinin kcikenine
boylesine yakrn hissederler.
Biitrin bunlar, yanhg bir bigimde de olsa, kent
ya$amlntn ytikseligi, kamu g<irevleri,
yurttaglJ< ve antik Yunan demokrasisi:
felsefenin geliEmcsi, teorik ve uygulamah bilimle r ve estetik; Roma hukuku ve Imparatorluk
idari bilimleri; ve belirli bir dinle , Hrristiyankk,la iligkile ndirilir. Rcine sanstan bu yana bu
konulann incelenmesi zaman igerisinde en gok Kuzey Avrupa,da kdklegti, bilindigi gibi, II.
Diinya savagr'run sonuna kadar Latince ve yunanca yriksek <i$renimin temelini olugturdu.
"Kasikler" yalnrzca bir bilim dah olarak geligmekle kalmadr, diirry".rrn mirasrm sahiplenerek
Griney Avrupayr, uzak Kuzey'in be lirledifi <ilgtitleri tutturamayan ..fakir akraba. konumuna
diiqiirdii.
Eski Akdenizin Avrupa ki.iltiirlerine ve siyasal olugumlanna nasrl bir katkrda bulundu$u

To European tourlsts visitlng Turk ef todaf, the
most impressive of the many historic sit€s they
visit are probably those of ruined classical cities
such as Ephesos. Here they can appreciate the
deslgn of public buildings and especially the
layout ofonce llourishing Greek cities, far
bett€r than in the cluttered modern capitals of
Athens and Rorne. In addition, they frequently
find themselves walking in the footsteps of St.
Paul, whose journeys through the Roman
province of Asia Minor are replicated in many a
tourist itinerary. Thus in two key respects they
come to know Turkey as home to both classical
Greco-Roman and primitive Christian cultures.
And since these ancient tr.ditions are regularly
held to con3titute signllicant elements in the
making of European civilization, sqch visicor€
feel they have come closer than ever before to
th€ ?oots of their own culture.
The3e are es3ociated, however incorrectly, with
the rise of city lifc, civic duties, citizenship and
ancicnt Greek dcmocracy; with the
development of philosophy, theoretical and
applied sciences, and aesthetics; witft Roman
imperlal administration and law; and with a
particular religion, Christianlty. Since the
Renaissance, the 3tudy of these topics has
become most deeply implanted in northerr
Europe, indeed until the Second World War
Latin and Greek formed the basis of higher
education. The "classics" not only flourished as
a tield of 3tudy, lt also approprlated the heritage
of the ancient world and condemned southern
Europ€ to thc status of a ..poor relation",
unable to attarr the standards set in the distant
north.
With these often mud.lled nations of what the
ancicnt ltlediternnean has contributed to
European cultures and political fo?matiohs,
touri3tr ar?iving in Turk€y today wltness a
cont€mporary setting in marked contrast to
their own assumptions. For the local inhabitants
3peak a strente language, observe the lslamic
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konusunda bu genelliklc bulanrklagmrg
kavram-larla beslenen turisder bugiin
Tiirkiye'ye geldiklerinde, kendi
varsayrmlanna belirgin bir bigimde kargrt,
ga$dag bir rnanzarayla karErlaErrlar. Buramn
sakinleri, yabancr bir dil konugmakta,
camilere gidip Islam inancrm uygulamakta ve
Bau Avrupah olarak bilinen hayat tarzrm pek
fazla haurlatmayan, daha gok Yakrn
Do$u'nun Semitik halklanna yakrn gdriinen
bir hayat tarzr siirdtirmektedirler. Her geyin
gciriinriEii, duyumu, kokusu, farkhdrr. Onun ,
igin ziyaretgilcrin, ktiltiirel kimlitlerinin bclylb
hig tamdrk olmayan dini, sosyal, siyasal
onctilleri kargrsrnda gagkmlt$a diigmcleri ve
bu konudaki temcl varqayrmrn bu yabancr
alanlardan baglayrp baglamadr$r soruqunu
sormalan anlaglhr bir geydir. Qa$dag \
ahgkanhklar, cski Akdenizi Avrupa tarihinc
baflayan geleneklerinin kavranmasrm go$u
zaman enge lle mektcdir.
Bunun nedenleri arasrnda, Tiirkiye'nin
Osman.h lmparatorlu$unun yrkrntrlanndan
yaratrlan gok geng bir devlct oldu$u
gosterilebilir. Osmanh lmparatorlu$u kendi
d6ncmindc, Avrupa siyasetinde bir Ti.irk
korkusu yaratmrgtr ve kargrh$rnda kahve ile
ayg<ire$inin bilgisini ya da Mozart'n alln
Turcn margnda kullamlan zil, tig kcigeli ve
dalul gibi bugiin Avrupah olmamn simgesi
sayrlan geyleri getirmigtir.
Osmanh Tiirklerine iligkin cdilgin bir
bigimde benimscnmig diigi.inccler pek makbul
dc$ildir - Yunan demokrasisi, Roma hukuku
ve Hrristiyan inancr yerinc do$u despotizminin igc yaramaz safsatalan ve yasal olarak gegerli
kabul edilen gok cali evlilik gibi konular agrr basar. Ttirkiye'nin, Kuzeyli ziyaretgilcrin kendi
"Avrupa" tammlanna hi9 uymayan,'Avrupa-drgr' ydnlcri bu kanrlan iyice pekigtirmig olur.
Oysa, Osmanh-<incesi tarihini izlcrlerse , b<ilgcnin 1453'c kadar Bizans lmparatorlu$unun bir
parfasmr olugturdu$unu, bunun da, klasit dtinyanrn Roma ve Hellenist Yunan
Imparatorluklanmn ycrinc gegtifini, ii$rcncceklerdir. Bu imparatorluklar ise, kendi miraslanm
berekedi Mezopotamya hilalinde 'uygarh$rn gafa$rna'na kadar geri g<itiirebilen Perslerin,
Hitiderin, Ugariderin kadim kiilti.irlerinin iizerine oturmu$nr. Bu karmaErk ve iist iiste binmig

feith in mosques, and lead a life-style that
app€aE closer to the Semitic peoples of the
Neer E.st than anything recognizably western
European. Everything looks, feels and smells
dlfrerenL So it is understandable that they
erp?cas bewild€rment and ask if the basic
.ssumptions about cultural identity must b.8in
from unfamiliar premises - religious, social and
political. The modern overlay of contemporary
practicc often hinderc appreciation of ancient
J'ledlterranean tradltions more readily
associated with European history.
For Turkey is a very young state, created in the
ruins of th€ Ottoman Empire, which In turn had
broutht into European politics a fear of the
Turk, es well as knowledge of cofree and
c?oi3sants, or the cymbal, drum and trlangle
employed in ]tlozart's marches offa furco,
among things now considered quintess€ntially
European. Received opinion about the Ottoman
Turks l3 not fayourable - in place of Greek
democracy, Roman law and Christian faith,
hop€lessly in.dequate stereotypes of oriental
d$poti3m and aufhorized poltgamy tend to
pr€dominate, AnC these are confirmed by the
"non-European'r aspects of Turkey, as defined
by northern visipors in accordance with their
own version of l'Europe".
Yct if they pur{ue the pre-Ottoman historT of
the region, thei lind that until 1.153 it had
form€d part of the Byzantine Empire, itself a
succeisor to the Roman and Hellenistic Greek
Empires of the classical world. In turn, these
had overlaid the ancient cultures of the
Per:lans, the Hiftltes and the Ugaritlcs, who
traced thelr inhF itance back to "the dawn of
civilization" in tie Fertile Crescent of
lrl€3opotamia. I-tlaking sense of this complex and
multi-layered genealogy may be diflicult for late
twcntioth c€Iturt visitorc, yet in it lie clues as
to the develitpment of their own familiar
Europe. i
This is in 

?a?t 
due to the physlcal position of
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gok-kath soya$acrndan bir anlam glkarmak
yirminci ytizyrl sonu ziyarctgiler igin giig
olabilir. ama onlann 'tamdrklan" kendi
Avrupalanmn geligmesinin ipuglan burada
sakhdrr.
Bu olgu bir dlgiidc Ttirkiye'nin fiziksel
konumundan ritiirii briyledir, Yunan ve
Romahlar bu topraklan, bilinen dtinyanrn
<itesine uzanan koca Asya krtasrmn bir
eklentisi sayarak Kiigiik Asya, 'Asia minor"
diye adlandrrmrElardrr. Asya'mn batr ucunda
drgan u$ramrg bu ttimsek kayda gegmig biiti.in
tarih boyunca bir koridor, Uzak DoSu ile
Akdeniz diinyasr arasrnda birlegtegtirici bir
gegit olugturmugtur. Avrupa krtasrndan
yakuzca Eok dar bir deniz geridiyle, lstanbul
ve Qanakkale bogazlannda aynldrg igin, iki
kara kiidesi arasrnda da <jnemli bir ba$lanu
halkasrn olu$turmu$tur. (Bcnzer fiziksel
mesafesedeki baEka iki kara pargasr olan
Finlandiya ya da Fas bdyle bir igleve sahip
degildirler). Bazen bir aynm gizgisi gibi
algilanan gey gcrgekte bir engel olmaktan gok
gegit veren bir kaprydr. Elbette 1966'ya kadar
Bo$az'da bir k<iprii yoktu vc bu derin vadiyi
dolduran sulann gtiglii akrntrlan hala eskisi
kadar tehlikelidir ama 6yle de olsa, birgok
eski gezgin bu deniz pargasrnda defalarca
yelken aem$ ve $imdi modern Istanbul'un
yerinde bulunan eski Yunan kolonisi
Bizans'rn mevkiini hayranhkla seyretmi$ti.
En azrndan Geg Bronz Qagr 

'dan (lO. 14.
yy) baglayarak, Anadolu platosunda srrasryla
iisdenen Hititler, Hurriler, Traklar,
LidyaLlar, yo$un ticaret a$lan olugturdular. Bu genig kiiLlriirel gegig modelleri iqinde
Anadolunun, Mezopotamya ile Avrupa arasrnda bir kilit olarak merkezi konumu, insan.lann
harcket etmelerini kolaylagurdr ve ticari, kiiltiirel, sanatsal, ba$lan getirdi. Batr loyrsr boyunca
Yunan kolonilerinin kurulmasr ve Biiyiik Iskendcrin savaqlan bu yerlegim kahbr iginde, tipik ve
belki de 6zgiil, Hellenistik evreyi oluEturdu. B6ylece, Kiigiik Asya'run Yunanca konugan
halklan, Aziz Paul'iin vaazlanndan gok daha 6nce, bdlgenin modern kavramErna bigim vcrcn
klasik gevreyi yaratular.
Iki bin yrl boyunca Yunanca, bdlgenin, hem Hrristiyan $ehider hem de onlann putperest

Turkey, thet province identified by the Greek3
and Romans as little Ad+ Asia Jrlinor, an
appendage to the great continent of Asia which
ertended beyond the lnown world. This
protruberance at the western edge of Asia has
through all recorded time constituted a
corridor, a connecting pas3age between the Far
East and the ltlediterranean world. And because
it is separated from the European contin€nt by
only the narrowest strip of sea, at the
Bosphorus and the Dardanelles, lt has also
forrned an important link between the two land
masses. (Lands in a similar physical proximity,
such as J.lorocco or Finland, do not perform any
such function.) What is sometimes conceived as
a dividing line was le$ a barrier than a gateway.
Of course, there was no bridSe over thG
Bosphorus until 1966, and the cur?ents in this
deep gorge are still treacherous, but even so,
many ancient travellerc sailed repeatedly over
this stretch of sea, admiring the slt[ation of the
ancient Greek colony of Byzantium, founded on
the site now occupied by modenr lstanbul.
From at least the Late Eronze Age onwards
(l4th century B.C.), the Hittites, Hlurrians,
Thracians and Lydians in turn est blished
intensive trading networks bas€d on the
Anatolian plateau. ln these yast patt€ms of
culturel transmi3sion, the central position of
Anatolia as a hinge between ltlesopotamia and
Europe facilitated the movement of peoples,
which brought in its wake commercial, cultural
and .rtistic tiei. The establishment of Greek
colonles along the western seaboard and the
campaigns of Alexander the Great constitut€d a
ttpical, lf specifically Hellenistic phase in this
pattern of occupation. Long before the
preaching of St. Paul, therefore, Greek-speaking
inhabitants of A3ia l.linor created a classical
environment that was to shape modern
undeFt nding of the region.
For two millennia Greek remained the llngua
franca ofthe reglon, employed by both the
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frnnca'st olarak kabul edildi. Daha sonra bu
gelene$i, Ortaga$rn en dikkate de$er
yaprlannr nesiller boyunca inEa eden Bizansh
Yunanlar, go$u kez freskler, mermer yontular
ve mozaiklerle bezenmiE, Ortodoks kiliseleri
bigiminde siirdiirdtiler. Bugiin Tiirkiye'de
birgok da$rn tepesine kurulmug olan kalelere
oranla daha az korunmug olsa da, kiliseler ve
G<ireme'de bulunan Kapodokya vadisindeki
ma$ara evleri, Bizans lmparatorlu$unda
Ortodokslu$u go$unlu$un dini olarak kabul
ettirecek olan uzun donemli bir Hristiyan
egemenli$inin <inemli tanrklarrdrr. Bu
Hristiyan ktiltiirii, daha sonra Balkanlar, orta
Avrupa ve Rusya'yr kapsayan devasa bir alana
yayildr.
Bu tiir tarihsel katkrlar, bugiin Tiirkiye'ye
gelen srradan bir konuk igin pek de gbzle
gdriiniir geyler degildir. 450 yrlhk Osmanlr
ycinetimi, birgok ortaga$ Bizans anrunr
silmigtir. Ne var ki Tiirkler ve Osmanhlar
imparatorluk yonetiminin bir gok ydniinii
kendi imparatorluklanna almrglar, ve
Hristiyan cemaaderin yagamalarrna, kendi
dinsel kurallannr, kendi kiliselerinde
uygulamalanna, ek bir vergi kargrh$rnda izin
vermiElerdir.
Ama bugtin Tiirkiye'nin <izgtin Avrupah
nitelifi gegmigin klasik ya da Hrristiyan
egemenli$inin bu tiir kahntrlarrna baSrmh
degildir. Bu, gok daha belirgin bir bigimde,
bugtin Ttirkiye olarak adlandrnlan yerde,
Avrupa kiiltiiriine katkr getirenleri
benimseyen ve koruyan uygarlagma si.irecinden kaynaklanrr. Tiirkler bu topraklardan fatih ya
da banggr yerleqmeciler olarak gegtiklerinde topra$r iElediler, kendi amtlanu inga ettiler ve
bolgeye Akdeniz diinyasrnrn en zengin tarihlerinden birini bahgettiler. Son d<inemdeki Islam
katmamna kargrn, Anadolunun sert fiziksel gevresi, kendinden onceki yerleqmiq insanlann
hepsinin hayat becerilerini kendi potasrnda birlegtirdi. Ve klasik gegmiEin antik gehirleri,
ortaga$ doneminde Hristiyanh$r kabul etti, kentli uygarhk modelleri sa$ladr, ve bunlar da
srrasr gelince Islamiyeti etkiledi.
Tiirkiye'nin karmagrk tarih-<incesi donemini, rengArenk giysileri iginde "barbar" da$

Christian martyrs and their pagan persecutors,
and subsequently by generations of Byzantine
Greeks who constructed the most notable
buildings of the medieval era in the form of
orthodox churches, frequently decorated with
frescoes, sculpted marble and mosaic. While
the churches have suwived less well than the
castles that top many a mountain in Turkey
today, the cappadocian caye dwellints at
Goreme sen e a3 a reminder of the long period
of Christian dominance that implanted
Orthodoxy as the maiority religion of the
Byzantine Empire. This Christian culture was
eyentually spread over an immense area of the
Balkans, central Europe and Russia-
Such historic contributions are not visible to the
casual visitor to Turkey today. tl50 yearc of
Ottoman rule have efiaced many of the
medieval Bfrantine monuments. Yet the Turks
and Ottomans incorporated many aspects of
imperial rule into their own empire, and
permitted the suryiyal of Ghristian communities
as a minority that continued to use its own
liturSy in its own churches for the payment of
an additional tax.
8ut the 3pecifically European quality of Turkey
today is not dependent on these vestiges of past
classical or Christian dominance. lt derives in a
much more significant way from the civilizing
processes that have welcomed and sheltered
within the area called Turkey so many
contributors to European culture. As they
passed throuSh, whether as conquerors or
peaceable settlers, they worked the land,
constructed their own monuments, and
endowed the region with one ofthe richest
histories of the l.lediterranean world. Despite
its recent lslamic overlay, the harch physical
environment of Anatolia has incorporated the
combined living skills of preyious occupants.
And the ancient cities of the classical past,
adapted for Christian life in the medieyal
period, provided models of urban civilization
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egkiyalann-r kaydetmekle gegiren ilk Avrupah
gezginlerin hemen hemcn biitiiniiyle
g<iziinden kagu. Ti.irkleri, Hristiyanlann vahgi
dtigmanlan ya da Osmanh sarayrm, hadrmlar
tarafindan Sultanr memnun etmek igin
e$itilen giizel kole krzlann haremi olarak
gocukca tammlamalanmrzr bu aym seyyahlara
borglul'uz. Ama aruk, bu basmakahphklan
atrp onlann yerine modern Tiirkiye'nin
'yabancrh$r" nrn daha 9<iziimleyici bir
agrklamasrm koymanrn zamanr goktan geldi.
Bir kez bu siireg baglarsa, co$rafi yonden
krtayr kesse bile bu iilkenin Avrupa'mn bir
pargasr olduSu, gok gabuk anlagrlacaktrr .
Avrupa'nrn geligmesine tarihsel katkrlarr
arasrnda, Aisopos'un (Ezop) Yunan
fabllanndan (Frigya'dan gelditi sdylenir),
bugiin hala biitiin diinyadaki ortodoks
kegiglerin cemaaderini ydnetcn Kapadokyah
Aziz Basil'in kanunlanna kadar, Tiirkiye
denen b<ilge, ga$dag diinyamrza bugiine
kadar yagayagelen <i$eler saSladr. Bu, bir
uygarlaqma srirecinin parEasrydr ve gene aynr
srireg ltalya'da Rcinesansr tegvik etti ve o da
srrasr gelince Batr'yr belirli bir geligme
ydntine oturttu. Bu tarihsel d<iniig olmadan,
Avrupa bugtin temsil etti$i birime, herhalde
hig benzemeyecekti ve srmrlannrn nerede
bagladrgr tartr$masr bugiin oldugu bigimde
formtile edilmeyecckti. Ama daha uzak
gegmige baktrkga, onbeginci yiizyrl Italyasr ile
iligkilendirilen bilimin canlanmasr ve ki.iltiir,
Anadolu ga$rna kadar izlenebilen belirli katl:r
fakt<irleri olmadan, hig gergeklegmeyecekti.
Ve g<irece yeni kiiltiirel geligmeler iizerine ytizeysel tezlerin gok daha uzun bir perspektif
igeren ciddi analize tabii tutulmasr igte bu nedenle gereklidir. Qiinkii Avrupa'mn kendisinin
geligmesi bin yrl siiren bir siirecin ayrlmaz bir pargasrdrr, ki bunun iginde Tiirkiye'nin ana bir
rol oynadrlr g6sterilebilir.

which in turn influenced lslam.
The complicated pre-historT of Turkey almost
totally escaped the first European travellers,
who noted the "barbaric" mountain bandits in
colourful costumes. To them we owe the naive
characterization of Turks as savage persecutors
of Christians, of the Ottoman court as the
harem of beautiful slave girls trained by eunuchs
to please the Sultan. But it is high time these
stereotypes were discarded, in favour of more
analytic explanations for the "strangeness" of
modern Turkey. Once this process is
undertaken, it rapidly becomes evident that the
country is firmly a part of Europe, even if

teofaphically in only abuts the continent,
Through its historic contributions to European
development, from the Greek Fables of Aesop
(who is alleged to have come from Lydia) to the
Rule of St. Basil of Cappadocia, which still

Soverns communities of orthodox monks
throughout the world, the region called Turkey
has supplied lastint elements of our
contemporart world. This occured as part of an
overarching ciyilizing process, which
encouraged the Renaissance in ltaly that in turn
set the vvest on a particular path of
developmenL Without that historic turn,
Europe would probably not resemble the unit it
is today and the debate over where its borders
begin would not be formulated in the way it is.
But looking further bach it is clear that the
revival of leaming and culture associated with
fiftoenth century ltaly would not have taken
place without certain contributort factors that
can be traced back to the area of Anatolia. And
it is for this reason that superlicial artuments
over relatively recent cultural developmenG
should be subiected to analysis in a much longer
perspective. For th€ development of Europe
itself is an inteSral part of that millennial
proc€ss, in which Turkey can be shown to have
played a seminal part,


