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Yirminci yiizyrl da bitmek iizere.
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bakahm biraz. Ora-lara da dokuzviizlii
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The twentieth century is about to close. I don't think
it's been a vcry propitious period of time, at least as
far as mankind is concerned. Do you counter that time
should not be classified with either posltlve o? negatiye
te?ms, but rather by a determination of what that
particular period has either brought to or tak€n away
from man? I'm not so sure. I do think thouth, that in
the relatively near future of the next two to three
hundred years those people who have their wits about
them will label the twentieth century an era of
stupidity and death. fankind progressed as f,ar as he
could progress, and then turned our world into an
inferno. Death and monen deceitfulness and paranoia,

Sanrnm weapons and drugs, lies and exploitation, apathy and

individual through the imposition of the death penaltt,
we applaud these same wrongdoings if they are
committed by those dr$sed in military uniforms.
While other animals live together in peace and
harmony, it is utterly shameful that the human being

insanhk de$erleri agrsrndan fazla olumlu cont€mPt' amidst all their filth, celebrate this

bir zaman ail-i a.gilai bu. Zaman 
o^bliteration handjn'hand' This is thG twentieth

diliminin orumrusu oro-,o,,,-;,,i.), i,T."jllllf,ijLll,xfftj:T:if::n'J::H,
ge tirip gotiirdii$iiyle zamam hotd in their hands. I say "btoody knife," but you may
yargllayamazsn mr diyorsunuzl Bilemem also take this to mean a bloody telephone or a pen
onu. Ben, yirminci yiizphn, iig beE yiizyrl used without blinkinS an eye to siSn a bloody decision.

gibi krsa bir siire sonra, birtakrm akh :::;',j?n::::.ff::'Sil:HTX.".1EH::T-
bagrnda kigiler tarafindan bir aptalhk ve Jt iirg i roo number, we,lt haye to open the coverc of
<iliim yiizyrh olarak etikedenecesini a book and read what seneca had to sat two thousand
diiEiiniiyorum. Insanlk geliEebildi$i kadar years a8o. Here are his words:
geli$ti ve bir yangrn yeri yarattr l'Y.".|*. 

Gompletely lost our minds, not only as

Jtinyamzda.'6li- it. p,,", ikiyrizliiliik ile ;:il:tH:::'ff"r:ffir"::'l:Yfi,ff:1""n".*,
paranoya, silah ile uyugturucu, yalan ile being. And then we applaud warc, mass kilin&
grkar iligkile ri, umursamazlrt ile saygrsrzhk massacre. There is no limit to our yiolence and our
bir yok olugun horasrn-r tepiyorlar elele, kir greed. lf these crimes are committed by an individual
pas iginde. Korkusuz ve saygrsrz insanlann they actually cause less damage. on the other hand,

illerindeki kanL brgaga baka"rak pis pis :::::ji: 
lost entirelv if' bv the vot€ orthe $nate and

s'ttlkran bir yiizyrr "ra" yi,-i"li-fi)y,r. ;*'#il#il::il'l*il,iljjilT::Jffiffi:j*
Kanh brgak diyorum ya siz onu kanh bir engage in actiyitics forbidden the ordinary citizen.
telefon ya da kanh kararlann aluna While we trl to deter the wrongdoings of one

telefonlarla ulagamayacalrmrza gdre, bir
kitabrn kapa$rru aralayrp yirmiyiizyrl <ince Seneca'run yazdrklannr okumamrz gerekecek. $ciyle
yazmrg adam: "Bizler akhmrzr iyice yitirdik. Yalmzca bireyler degil, milletler dc. Cinayeti,
insan dldiirmeyi kanunlarla yasakhyoruz. Savagr, toplu <ildiirmeyi, katliamr alkrghyor.
Vahgetimizin ve agg<izliilii$iimiiziin srrun yok. Suglar, bireyler tarafindan igle niyorsa dahi- tz
zarar verirler. Oysa insafsrz ve vahgi bir uygulamamn stirdiirtilmesi, her giin senato ve meclisin
onaylamasryla hayata gegiriliyorsa ve devletin memurlarr sade vatanda$a yasaklanmrg igleri
yapmaya zorlamyorsa ipin ucu kagmrg demektir. Bir kiginin edece$i bir halt, oliim cezasryla
engellenmeye gahErhrken, aynr haltr yiyen iiniformah askerleri allaghyoruz. Hayvanlann en
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nazik, en ince ruhlu olaru Insan, obiir
halruanlar barrg iginde yaEarken, savag
yoluyla kan alqtarak zafere ulaqmaktan
utang duymuyor."
Seneca, yirmi yi.izyrl <ince, birinci yiizyrlda
boyle yazmtg.
Uygarhk dedi$imiz olgunun, Seneca'ntn
dilinde soylendi$i zaman Sivil heceleriyle
baglamasr elbette kiigiik bir rastlantr
de$ildir. Yirminci yiizlrl insanlan
cildiirmek igin gok ugragu, bu ige gok
zaman ayrrdr. Bagkalarrnr <ildiirmek igin
qok u$ragtr, bunun do$al sonucu olarak
kendini yok etmek igin gok u$ragtr. Bazen
bu u$ragta kendini a$trgr oldu, intihar
etmek igin aldrgr zehir fazla geldi, kustu ve
kurtuldu. I945'ten beri kullanrlmryor
Atom bombasr. Ne giizel di mil Oysa
1945'ten bu yana seyir etti$imiz ya da
katrldr$rmrz savaglarda dlen insan saytst,
birinci ytizyrldan yirminci yiizyrla kadar
biiLtiin zamanlartn 6lii sayrsrm defalarca
kathyor. Son elli yrl iginde hayata karEr hep
ve duraksamadan oliim kartrnr kullanmrqtz.
Hirogima'ya aulan bombarun bir milyon
misli btiyiiklii$iinde bir silahh$rn iistiinde
yaEryoruz. Adrna Diinya dedigimiz bu
zavalh depo!
Peki umut yok muf
Nazrm Hikmet, (Jmutsuz YaEanmryor
derken hakhydt. IJmutsuz yaSanmlyor.
Anrmsamadan da yaganmadr$r gibi. Umut
ve anrmsamaksa, bir geylerden sorumlu
hissetmek gibi, artrk pek onemsenmeyen
insani bir titregimi getiriyor masaya. Kendilerini olup biten her geyden sorumlu hisseden

insanlar... belki yirmibirinci yiizyrhn nasrl gegecegini onlar belirleyecek. GOrdtigtlniiz gibi,

umutsuz ya$anmlyor.
Bir Ispanyol tarihgi, Avrupa nerede biter sorusunu, gakayla kangrk *Soka.k kahvelerinin,
kaldrrrm kahvelcrinin bitti$i yerde" diye yanrtlamrEtr. Qocuk parklanntn, kitapgllann,
evlerinde kedi, kdpek, kug besleyen insanlann, diigiince ozgiirlti$iiniin bitti$i yerde de
diyebilirdi. Polisin ve kaba giiciin giinl0k hayata, askerin ve gizli ittifaklann plhk hayata

egemen olmadrf,r yerler de var dunyada. Uygarhk, giinltik hayata ne kadar yansryorsa o kadar

the gentlesg the most sensitive of all animals, should
spill his fellow's blood in war." Seneca wrote this
twenty centuries ago, during the first century. It is
certainly not a mere coincidence that that concePt we
term "civilization," begins in Seneca's language with
the root "civil." The twentieth cenatrf has trted
mightily to kill the ciyilian population; it has allocated
a tr€at deal of time to this very purpose. lts first
purpose was to kill otherc, and as a natural
consequenc€ of this, worked hard to destroy itself as
well. Sometimes this ondeavor even got out of hand
and the poison ingested for suicide was too much eYen
for this century to swallow, so it was vomited out and
the suicide prevented. The atom bomb hasn't been
used since l9.lS. lsn't that iust great? Actually, since
| 945, the number of people killed in all wars is many
times Sreater than the total number of people killed in
all other wars since the first century. For the Past fifty
years it has always been the Card of Death that we
have pulled out otthe deck, Today we are living on top
of an armory which is even a million times more
powerful than the bomb that was dropped on
Hiroshima- The poor storage site is called "Earth"'
So, isn't there any hope at all?
Nazrm Hikmet was right when he said that man
cannot live without hope. lve can't live without hope.

,ust like we can't live without memory. HoPe and
memory. Just like feeling responsibility for something,
it is that almost-forgotten humane impulse which is
being placed on the table. People who feel resPonsible
for everfthing that is happ€ning to them' and around
them....perhaps it will be those people who will
determine iust what will be the course of the twehty-
first century. ,ust as we have seen, we cannot live
without hope.
When asked where Europe ends, a Spanish historian
replied in iest that it ends at the place where street
cafes meet sidewalk cafes. He could have said that
Europe ends where children's playgrounds,
bookstores, people who keep dogs, cats, or birds in
their homes, and where freedom of thoutht ends.
There are places that exist in the world where police
and brut€ force, where soldiers and secret forces do
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uygarhktrr gibi bir sonug grkryor ortaya.
Bu kaprdan bakrnca iilkemizde vaziyet pek
parlak degil. Insanlann diri diri yahldrgr,
bazr ci.imleleri sarfederek kolayca ling
edilebileceginiz, ilkokullarda arapga
dualann dcrs adr altrnda gocuklara
ezberletildi$i, hcrhangi bir konu ristiine,
ktifiirlegmeden iki giin tartrEmamn
olanaksrz olduSu, herkesin kendini hakl
gcirdii$ii, hoggciriilti, algakgcintillii
olmanrn, parasal hrrslan olmamamn
enayilik addedildigi, sonunda suglayanla
suglunun neredeyse birbirlcrine miistahak
oldu$u bir toplum, giderek uygar olmak
yollanndan kcndi ayaklanyla uzaklagan, o
yollan agmaya galgan insanlann itilip
kakrldrSr, ktigtimsendigi bir toplum olma
yolunda hrzla ilerliyoruz. Ote yandan
Uygarhk kavramryla Avrupa'yr ozdeg
konumlara koymak gibi trajikomik bir
yamlgrya diigenlerimiz de saytca goklar.
Siyasi tutuklulan ortaga$dan kalma tahta
mengenelerle boSarak oldtiren Ispanya da
Avrupa'ydr 1970'lerde. Kadrnlan,
gocuklan yakarak oldiiren Almanya da
Avrupa'drr 1990'larda. Ingiliz polisi atlarr
ve coplanyla yiiriimii$tii grevci maden
iggilerinin fstiine l980'lerde. Bunlann
hiEbirini yirminci ytizyrlda uygar toplum
manzaralan olarak alg ayamayrz.
Uygarh$rn buzlu camrndan bakarsak,
Isvigre Avrupa'nln tam ortasrnda bence
tipik bir vahgi toplum manzarasryla
oturmaktadrr. Bu <irnekler arttrnlabilir.
Avrupa kavramtyla, uygarhk kavramrnr birbirindcn ayrran dinci fanatiklere kadar gider bu yol.
Oysa <inemli olan gunu anlamaktrr sanryorum: Barbarhkta birlegen toplumlar, uygarl*ta da
birlegebiliyorlar. Bu, biraz da bu dtinyada, her geyin hepimize ait oldugunun bilincine
varmakla gergcklcgiyor. Oysa iilkemiz ve hiiktmetlerimizin tarih boyunca baghca politikasr, bir
dostumun dedi$i gibi, 'bu toplumu dtinyadan korumak gerekgesiyle, diinyadan ayrrmak,
soyutlamak olmugtur. Tiirkiye Cumhuriycti tarihi, bir izolasyon tarihidil. " Uygar Avrupa,yr,
barbarh$rn da kayna$r olan Avrupa'dan ayrrdetmemizi neredeyse imkXnsrz krlan bir siyasal
tarihimiz var. Aym dosrumun dedi$i gibi, bizler kendi diktatorle rimizle yiizlegip hesaplagmak

not maintain annual eontrol ofthe population. The
truth of the mattcr is that "civilization" is in direct
proportion to the amount of civilized behavior
reflected in everyday life. When looked at from this
point of view, it can b€ seen that th€ situation in this
country/ is not very bright indoed. We are moving
?apidly in a direction towards an Inferior society,
towards a place where people are burned alive, where
it is easy to be lynched for an uttered word, where
children in primarT schools are forced to memorize
Arab prayerc and this is called a "lesson," where it is
imporsible to have a dialogue over any one issue last
more than two days before it turns into a swearing
match, towards a place where everTone believes that
he and only he is righg a place where a person who is
tolerant and modest and not money crazed is dubbed
a fool, towards a society in which the accuse? and the
accused are believed to deserve oach other, where
p€ople are willing to tak€ those paths leading away
from civilization, and wh€rG those that are trying to
open such paths are pushed and shoved out of th€ way.
On the other hand, it's a tragicomedt that so many
peopl€ believe that the notion of.'European" is
identical to the notion of "ciyilized.', In the | 970's, the
Spain which strangled it3 political prisoneE with
wooden clamps left over from the Middle Ages was a
part of Europe. And the Germany of the 90's that
burns women and children is a part of Europe. ln the
| 980's, English mounted police trempled striking
miners with their horses and b€at them back with
thcir sticks. We cannot conceive of any ofthese events
to be scenes of a civilized twentieth century. lf we look
th?ough the frosted glass of civilization we can see that
Switzerland is sitting square In the center of Europe
with its ttpi€al landscape of savagery. lrlany more
examples ofthis kind can be cited. The path goes as
far as religious fanaticism which separates the notion
of civilization from the notion of Europe. I think that
the important issue to understand is that societies
that are united by barbarism may also be united by
civilization. This in part will come to pass if we are
able to reach an understanding that everything in this
world belongs to each and evert one of us. On the
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yerine, onlarla 6zdeElegen bir toplumun
insanlanyrz. Uygarl* igte burada
zorlaEryor biraz.
Ke ndi memleketim igin pek iyimser
olmadr$rmr diigiiniiyorsamz, asfalun
ortasrnda kafasrndan lrrrulmug bir adam
gcirdiifiimii s6ylerim. Iki tavuk, kafasrnda
agrlan delikten beynini didikliyorlar
adamrn. 1990'larda Avrupa'mn ortasrnda
gekildi bu fotograf. Bitkin, yorgun bir
di.inya se ndeliyor yirmibirinci yiizyrhn
kaprsrnda.
Oyleyse neden kdtiimser de Silim)
Degilim giinkii yirminci yiizyrhn son
yrllannda olup biten higbir geyi, tarihin ya
da bagka bir geyin sonu olarak
gdrmiiyorum. Bir epilog de$il bu yiizyrlda
yaEadrklanmrz. Bence daha gok bir prolog
iJe kargr kargryayrz. Bir gey bitmiyor, tam
tersine bir gey baqhyor. Ustelik bu sefer
zorla, ite kaka de$il, rizgiir segimle gelen
ve insano$lu daha iyi bir sistcm bulana dek
kalacak bir sistem sdz konusu. Tarihin
sonu gelmedi, tarih qimdi baghyor diyorum
s<jziin krsasr. Sonra neden bilmem,
giiliimseyerek bir kapryr arahyorum ve
ardrma bakmadan, cesur bir bebek gibi ilk
adrmrmr atryorum bu kirli vc giizel
bahgeye . Adrna uygarhk dedigimiz...

contra?t, the maior policy of our countly and our

tovernments have been, like one of my friends has
said, to protcct this society from the world by
separating and abstracting our countty from the rest
ofthe world. "The history ofthe Turkish Republic has
been the hi3tory of isolationism." We have had a
political histort that has made it almost impo3sible to
difrerentlate between a civilized Europe and the
Europe which has been the source of barbarig. As
that same friend of mine has said, instead of
confronting our own dictators and dealing with them,
we have evolved into a societt which is identical to
them. This then is how civilization becomes even
more difiicult to achieYe.
lf you think that I am not vety optimistic regarding my
own country, I will reply that I have seen a man who
was shot in the head, right in the middle ofthe road.
Two chickens weie pickinS at th€ breins that had
spilled throuSh the hole. This was a photograph that
was taken during the | 990's in Europe. lt is' indeed' an
exhausted and weakened world that is crawling
towards the door of the twenty-first centurT,
Why thcn am I not pessimistic?
I am not pBsimistic because I haven't seen anything in
the closing tears of the twentieth centurt that heralds
the end of our hi3tory, or the end of antthing else. The
events we have been living out at the end of the
twentieth century are not an cpilogue. I think that
actually what we are seeing now is a prologue. NothinS
is ending; rather, in fact, something is beginning. And
what we are on the threshold of is not being forced
upon us, but is rather a system which will come about
through a free election of the people and which will be
in efrect until mankind finds a better one. In short I
don't believe it is the end of history, but is, rather' the
beginning of history. Then, I don't know why, I
squeeze throuth the crack in the door with a smile on
my face and take my first steps foravard, like a btave
baby not looking back into thb garden, both dirty yet
beautiful. Towards this thing we call civilization'


