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This man wandering absent-mindedly in the
streets has pe?haps some time to spare before an
appointmcnt, or has got off the bus a stop in
adyance because he can take his time, or is only a
curious fellow walklng about in a neithbourhood
completely unknown to him. As he wanderc
around the streets glancing at th€ haberdasherc,
pharmacies, busy coffeehouses, newspaperc and
magazines hanging on the kiosks, this absent-
minded but bemused traveller casually reads a
sign saying "No entry" on a dooa He ignores
these words as he does not think they call for his
attention. Regardless of the sign, this is not the
kind of door that would ever draw his interest.
The man is walking about casually, absorbed in his
own world, without the least intention of toinS in
through the door. Nevertheless the sign has
reminded him that his aimless wanderinS has its
boundaries. Although at lirst he has nothin8 in
mind regarding the door which fails to call on his
attention, the door now intrudes on tha fantasy
world of the merry wanderer, knowingly
reminding him of the boundaries of this own
designs. l.laybe it's nothing to worrl about, but
wht have they put up that si8n? lfthis is a door, it
must lead somewhere.
The sign then reminds him that some may enter
while otherc mey not, in which case it is wrong to
say "No entry", because the logic of the sign is
that not overyone who wishes to enter can do so.
It allows entry to a privileged number but stoPs
those who do not carry the same priyileges from
following suit while at the same time forcint
someone who has no intention of Soint in' to
share the same fate a9 the one who wishes to
enter but cannot. Having instinctively deduced
this within the span of a step taken forwa?d, the
absent-minded wanderer cannot help feelint
curious about those who force him to relate to
those others who a?e not allowed in desPite th€ir
wish to enten Who can actually go throuSh that
door? What is it that lets them in? What is it that
allow3 for that privilegel

ORHAN PAMUK
Igeri Girilmez
No Entry

Sokaklarda dalgrn dalgrn gezinen bu adam
bir bulugma <incesi biraz vakti olan biridir
belki, belki de acelesi olmadrgr igin
otobiisten bir durak once inmig biridir ya
da hig bilmedigi bir mahallcde g<iyle bir
gezinen bir merakl... Sokaklarda
gezinirken, tuhafiyecilerin, eczanelerin
vitrinlerine., dolu kahvehanelere duvarlara
asrlmrg gazete ve dergilere bakarak ytiriirken
dalgrn ama gene de merakh yolcu bir
kaprmn iizerindeki bir lcvhayr geli$i giizcl
okur: 'Igeri girilme 2." Yazr onu
ilgilendirmez, kendisine seslenmedi$ini
diigiiniir. Qiinkii iizerindeki yazr da olmasa
hig ilgilenmeye ce gi, dikkat etmeyecegi bir
kaprdrr bu. Kendi halinde, kendi
diinyasrnda yiiriiyordur: Igeriye girmeye de
hig niyeti yoktur. Gene de ama, yazl ona
amagsrz gezintisinde bir stmr oldu$unu
haurlatmrgur. llk anda bu kapryla ilgili
higbir tasansr olmadrSr igin kendisine
seslenmese de, gimdi, kendi tasanmlanntn
srnrrrm da ukalaca hatrrlatarak kapr Een
gezginin hayal diinyasrna miidahale eder.
Belki unutulacak bir gey, ama niye yazmrglar
onu oraya? Ustelik bir kapr olduguna g<irc
bu, girilecek bir yerdir burasr. Yazr, o zaman igeriye bazrlannrn girebilece$ini, baztlanntn da
giremeyec$ini hatrrlatrr. "lgeriye girilmez!" scizii de do$ru de$ildir demek ki. Ashnda
herhalde, bu mantrkla, $u anlama gelir: Her igeriye girmek isteyen giremez. Bazr
ayncahkhlann igeri gircbilecegi anlamrna geldigi gibi bu ayrrcahklan olmayrp da igeri girmek
isteyenleri durdurur. Aynr anda da, igeri girmek gibi bir niyeti olmayan ile, girmek isteyip de
giremeyeni bir kader ortakhg4na iter. Dalgrn yurtiyuCgii bir adrmhk zamanda iggiidiiscl olarak
yiiriittiigii bu manuktan sonra, ister istemez kendisini, igeriye girmek isteyip de alnmayan
kigilerle aym ba$r paylagmaya iten otekilerin kim oldu$unu mcrak eder. Kim girebiliyordur bu
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kaprdan igeri? Onlarr bu kaprdan igeriye
sokan $ey nedir? Bu ayncahkh kigileri <iyle
yapan nedirl Dalgrn yolcu, bir an igeriye
girmenin, bir ayncahk bile olmadr$rnr
diiEiinebilir. Belki de iEeride kendi
sefaletinin gciriilmesini istemeyen <izelliksiz
kiqiler vardrr. Ama insanlann qogunun
kendi evlerini, i$te tam bu amagla bir kapr,
kapryr da bir kilitle donattrklanm
hatrrlayrnca aruk dalgrnh$rndan grkmaya
baglayan yolcu, kaprnrn bazr ayncahklar
iizerine <irtrildiigrinri anlar. Usrelik, bu
ayncahkh kigiler, birer kilit ahp sorunu
gdzmek ve kaprsr kilitli, ccbi anahtarh birer
stradan vatandaE ayaklanna yatmak yerine
kaprnrn tizerine, "igeri girilmez"
yazmrglardrr. Biitiin bunlan, dalgrn yolcu
E<iyle iki adrm atarken diigtinebiliyorsa,
kaprnrn iizerine bu levhayr koyanlar da
diigrinmiiq olmahdrrlar. Aralannda, "igeri
girilmez levhasr koyaca$rmrza birer anahrar
alahm hepirniz!" diyenler grkmrgtrr belki,
ama levha koyahm diyenler a$r basmrgtrr.
Nedenl Sorunu anahtarlarla qcizemevecek
kadar kalaba-hk olduklarrndan. Oyleyse e$er,
*igeri girilmez" sciztine uymayan, bu sdztin
kendisine olmadrgrnr bilen biiyiik bir
kalabahk vardrr demektir bu: anahtar
da$rtrlamayacak bir kalabahk. En mantrkh
sonug budur: Bir giin igeridekiler kendi
aralannda oturup, bu kalabahktan igeri kimi
alahm, kimi almayahm diye tartrgmrglardrr
da. "Drgandan gok kalabahk geliyor

The absent-minded traveller may imagine for a
moment that going through the door might not
be a privilege at all. lt is posiible that those inside
are nondescript people who do not wish their
miserable state to be observed. But as he
remembers that it is precisely for that purpose
that most people have their houses titted with
doorc which are also titted with locks, the
traveller slowly steps out of his absent-
mindedness and thinks of the door that closes
once privilege has walked in. iloreover, the
privileged have put up a "No entry" sitn on the
door instead of 3olvint the problem by fitting a
lock and by pretending to be ordlnary citizens,
each with a lock on his door and a key in his
pocket. If thc absent-minded traveller could think
of all this in the space of a few casual steps, then
so have those who put up the sigh.
There might have been some amongst the
participants in the debate who said, "Let's each
get a key for the door instead of a 'No entry'
sitn!" but those must have been outnumbered by
the others. }Yhy? Because their numbers are too
large tor the problem to be solyed by means ofa
key. lf that is the case, then one must deduce that
there i3 a huge crowd, evidently too numerous for
keys, who will ignore the "No entry" sign which,
they know, does not apply to them.
Hence, th6 tinal and most logical conclusion: One
day, those who were already in, had a private
conference to decide on who would be eligible for
admission. "As there are far too many coming in,
let's bar some of them", thet probably said, as
they sat lets crossed, sipping coffee in discussion.
No doubt, some of them felt uneasy, as they too
might be thrown out at the end of their talks. The
wanderer outside the door had always been
familiar with such tense situations, so he could
readily imagine the manner in which the
participants enSaged in the debate that started ofr
in a certain flurry characteristic of those who are
keen to protect their property and possessions,
their tastes and privileges. 8ut as this kind of

igeriye", demiglerdir. "Bazrlannr almayahm
igeri! Hangilerini almayaca$rzl" Boylece bacak bacak iistiine atrp, kahvelerini yudumlayarak
igeri kimi ahp kimi almayacaklanm tartrgmaya baElamrglardrr. lgerideki bazrlarr da mutlaka
huzursuz olmu$tur bu tartrgmadan. Belki onlar da bu tartrgmanrn sonunda drgarr
atrlacaklatdrr. Kaprnrn 6niindeki yaya da bu tiir gerilimli durumlara tanrk oldu$u igin kaprnrn
tizerine "igeriye girilmcz" levhasrnr gakanlarrn aralannda nasrl tartrgtrklannr hemen g<izlerinin
oniine getirebilir. Tartrgma, <ince, mahnr mtilkiinti, zevklerini ve ayncahklanm korumak
isteyenlerin telaEryla baglar, bu telaE srkrcr bir Eey oldu$u igin hemen baEka bir dille ifade edilir.
"MaLmrz, miilkiimiiz, zevklerimiz, ahgkanhklanmrz nedir biziml" diyeceklerine "kimiz biz?"
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derler. Bu gok yahn soru bir anda ttylerini
iirpertir. Kim olduklanm bilemiyormug gibi
yapmanln ne kadar zevkli oldu$unu hemen
kegfetmiElerdir. Aralannda huzursuz
olanlar, drgandaki kalabahktan da iig beq
kiginin igeri girmesinde bir sal:rnca
gormeyenler de vardrr. Onlann da
destefiyle taru$ma bir bilmeceye bir
'kimlik sorunu"na gevrilir. Bu en zevkli
geydir. Hepsi kendilerini drEandakilerden
ayran de$erli $eyleri sayrp d6kmenin i.istii
ornilii ve ukalaca bir yolunu bulmanrn
zevkini hisseder. Bu o kadar gekici bir
siiregtir ki, kaprya *igeri girilmez" levhastnt
neden daha once asmadrklanna gaqarlar, Bir
anda, drgansr, kendilerini tarifeden de$erli
geylere kargr bir saldrrgan bir alana
d6niiEmiigtiir. Kendileri, Eimdi, neyseler,
drgardakiler de o de$ildir arul<. Hatta
denilebilir ki, kaprnrn drgrndaki bagka diinya
yriziinden kendileri olabilmiglerdir. Kaprnrn
oniinden bir gey dtigtinmeden gegen pek
gok salak bunun farkrnda de$ildir. Baztlan,
bu salaklara te$ekkiir borglu hisseder
kendini. "Onlarrn bir krsmrnr igeri almak,
kdtii olmaz," diye dtiqiiniir; "hem
bdylelikle bizim nasrl biz olabilece$imizi de
g<ir0p belki onlar da bizim gibi olarak bize
giig verirler." Bazrlan ise drgardaki salaklann
igerdekilerin ayncahkh durumundan
haberdar etmek igin levhanrn vazgegilmez
bir iEaret oldu$unu bu ara kavrarlar. Ustetik
bu levha, trpkr gimdi bu durumu agrkh$ryla
g<iren yolcunun yaptr$r gibi, drgandakilere
de bir drEanda olma bilinci vermiEtir. Bunun igin insamn bazrlan gibi igeri girmek istemesi
gerekmez. Kaprnrn iizerindeki levhayr g<iriivermesi yeterlidir. Kaprnrn <iniinde gercSinden

fazla durakladrfinr hissetmeye baElayan yolcu bdylece bu levhayla diinyamn bir anlamda ikiye

ayrrlmrg oldugunu da gortir. Igeri girebilenler ve giremeyenler. Pek gok kigi, diinyayr bu tiir
sudan aynmlarla ikiye bdldii$ii igin belki bunu dnemsemeyece ktir, ama <izene bezene bu
durumu kaprsrnrn iizerine levha asarak pek az kiEi yapar. Aynt anda, artrk dalgrnhktan iyice
grkmrg olan ytirtiyii$gi.i, biitiin o kimlik lakrrdrlannrn da ashnda utangag bir <iviinme ve giginme

oldu$una karar verir. lginde deriden derine bir <ifke yrikse lmekte dir. Kimdir, ya da kim olur

confusion was somewhat embarrassing, it was
immediately conveited into a different mode of
expression. So they debated the question of who
they were instead of the nature of their property
and possessions, their habits and tastes. The
simple question of who they were thrilled them.
They discovered at once how exciting it was to
pretend not to be able to know who thet were.
Some felt very uneasy, so they did not obiect to
allowing in a few more people from the crowd
outside. With their support, the debate assumed
the nature of a rlddle on the "identitiy guestion".
Durint this most enioyable of activities thet all
relished finding covert and pretGntioui ways to
recount the merits that distinguished them from
those outside. This turned into such an attractivc
pursuit that they wondered in iubilation why they
had not thought of putting up the "No entt7" sign
sooner. In a moment, the external world had
turned aggressive, challenging all their defining
merits. What they "were", was what those
outside "vvere not". One could even say that they
had managed to be what they were, because of
those outside. l{any an idiot passing by the door
vvithout a thought, was not awaie of this. Some of
those inside felt grateful towards them, thinkin8 it
would not be such a bad thing to let a few ofthem
in: "Thus they would also see how we manage to
be what we are and they too could perhaps be like
us, thus fortifying our position". In the meantime,
however, others had perceived that "No entry"
was an indispensable sign to inform the idiots
outside, of the privileged situation of the insiders.
Moreover, as in th€ case of the now clear-minded
traveller, the sign had also broutht about
outsider's awareness in those left out. One did not
have to want to to in, lt was enouSh to catch sitht
of the sign on the door.
The trayeller who now feels he has been lingering
too long in front of the door, realizes that the sitn
has somehow divided the world into two: those
who can go in and those who cannot, To some this
may not seem too grave because it is trivial to
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bu kaprnrn arkasrndakilerl lgeri girmek igin
ilk defa iginde bir istek duyar. Ama bu
kcndini be$enmig adamlann oyununa
gelmeyecektir. Iki-iig saniyede kendi
akhndan gegenlerin onlann fazlastyla
<ingordiiklerinin farkrndadrr giinkii. Aynt
anda, kaprnrn da kolayca agrlabilece$i geger
aklndan. Belki iterek. bir omuz vurarak iki
iig kiqiyle birlikte yiiklenerek onu agabilirler.
Zaten 6y1e olmasaydr levhayr koymazlardr.
Demek ki, igeri gire bilmek igin drgandaki
kardeglerinin bir-ikisinden yardrm almast
yeterlidir. Bu levha yi.iziinden zaten o
insanlarla ortak bir yazgryr paylagu$rnr daha
<inceden anlamamrg mrydrf IEte gimdi,
kaprmn <iniindeki yaya, 6niinde agrlan yeni
diinyayr g6rmeye baglamrEur. Kendisiyle bir
yazgr paylagan biitiin insanlan o da bulup
onlarla bir kimlik irdeleme gahqmasrna
girebilir. Bu noktada onun da kim oldu$u,
ne oldu$u <inem kazanacaktrr. Igerdekilerin
kendini be$enmiglikle rine karEr o da kendi
kimlik kurumunu geligtirmelidir. Boylece
kendi ozellikleri, zevkleri, mah miilkii,
iligkileri yolcu igin iizerinde teker teker
drigiiniiliip sahiplcnilecek, gururlamlacak,
korunacak Eeylere dontiEmeye baglar. Bu
<izelliklere sahip olmayanlara, kendi gibi
olmayanlara, kendi kimlik cogkusu iginde
hafif hafrf krzmaya baqlamrqtrr bile. Aynr
anda kaprya levhayr asanlann bu durumu
ong<irdiiklerini sezer. Ama bu onlann
oyunu diye elbette kendi kimli$inden

discriminate in this way and to divide the world
into two, but very few indeed will actuallt t:ke the

trouble of making this clear by putting uP a sign

on their door. The wanderer who has by now

recovered his presence of mind, decidcs that all

the yerbiage about identity is nothint but a timid

way of boasting and Yauntint. Deep down he feels

angry. Who are they anyway, those p€oPle behind

the doorl Who may they be? For the first time he

wants to go in. But he will not be duPed by thosc
vain people and their games because he is aware
that they have long foreseen what would go

through his mind in a matter of seconds. At the
same time it occurs to him that it miSht not be

difiicult to open the door, that it might be
possible to force his way through with the helP of

a few hefty men. Why else would they haYe Put uP
the sign? Hence, if some fellow-travellers outside
gave him a hand, that would be enough to allow
him entrt. Beside3, hadn't he already tuessed that
th€y shared th€ same destiny because of that sign?
The traveller in front of the door has now begun
to see a new world openint out before him. He
too can find people sharinS the same destiny with
him to enSage in an analysis of identity. The
question of who and what he is' will then assume
additional importance. To confront the vanity of
those inside, he must develop his own theory of
identity. Thus, his characteristics, tastes,
relationships, possessions and propertl, all begin
to transform into items which he must claim for
himself, which he must proudly protect. Elated by
his thoughts on identity, he has already begun to
feel slightly irritated by those who do not share
his characteristics and by those who are not like
him. At the same time he can tell that this was
foreseen by those rvho had Put uP the sign on the
door. But iust because this happens to be their
game, it certainly does not mean that he will
relinquish his own identity. He too has an
imaginative step to take in order to confront thi5
game, and can ?ithtlt enyisage a situation in
whlch... etc. etc.

vs. vs.
vazgegecek degildir o. Bu oyuna kargt onun
da ataca$r yaratlcl bir adtm vardrr. Bu durum da, hakh olarak, g6ztiniin


