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foHAl{NES SALMTNEN
Milli Devlet Oncesi ve Sonrasr Awupa'da G69
Europcan Migration-Befor"e and after the Nation State

Tarihe bahtgtmtzdn gesitli hiiltiirlerden,

farkh inranlartn alnt to?lan igindc gayct
giize I bir orodn pnrolabild.ihlerini giiriiyoraz.
Giiniimiizde bu loym ta.rzrm imhd.nnz
ktlon Atrapa'da tnilli depletin d.ojaytdur
^IbrttaSl$tn 

han "milliyet", hnna etnik
hiiken terimleriyle tontnlanruanylo, yeni
siysal w kiibiirle hogiiriisiizliih bigiwlerinin
tiiren esine frrtot tnntmq olduh.
Ulkem Finlandiya, Batr Avrupa'da belki de
en krsrdayrcr g<igmcnlik siyasi uygulayan
ycrlerden biri. Yrll* gcigmen kotamrz hllA
500'iin altmda olup "spontane miilteci"
dediklerimizin saylst gege n yrl ancak 2100'ti
bulmugtur. Bunlar'arasrndan gok az sayrda
kigiye iltica hakkr tamnacaktrr.
Bu rakamlar Kuzeyli komgulanmrzla
karEdagunldr$rnda giiLliinccek derecede
diigtk kalmaktadrr. Peki, bciyle bir eli srkrhk
nercden ileri geliyorf Once, Finlandiya'mn
harita iizerindeki konumunu unutmamak
gerek; Soryeder Birli$i'yle ortak srnrn olan
tek bau demokrasisiyiz. Ustelik srnrr
kontrolunu son dcrece giiglegtiren,
kilometrelerce yerlegime kapah bir araziyi
kateden bir srmrdrr bu.
Ote yandan, "Milli mcnfaat"in her gcyin dniine gegti$ini bilmek gerekiyor. Bir savag sonrasr
politikasl olarak Dof,u Bloku iilkelerine kargr izlenen detant nedeniyle de o i.ilkelerdeki
muhaliflerine ya da dzgiirliige kavugacaSrna inan di$er di.izen kargrtr insanlara cdmertce
davran amamr$tl. Ta Ural'lara kadar yerlegik bttiin potansiyel g<igmenlere anlatllmasr gereken
geg Finlandiya'run kaprlanmn onlara kapah olduSuydu. Bu mesaj gergekten de yerine
ulagmrgtr. Gerck Stalin gerekse Brejnev ddneminde do$u srmnmrzdan gelen basrng Eagrrucr
oranda azdr.
Ne var ki, Sovyeder Birli$i yciniinden gelecck g<iglere kargr srkr durmamrz gerekiyorsa,

From hlstory we can leom that dlffcr.nt Peopte ond
vanious cuhutcs may vcry havc wcll co*,xlstcd ln oac
common socfcty. Whdt probabry mokGs thir option
imposstbte todoy fu thc cmer3cncc of thc European
notion rtote. Yfhcn clthenshlp was deflncd ln terms of
strict, "notlonatl'ry|, or cyen cthnrcrtt, we olso pothed
the wal for ncw fonns of polklcol and cultural
Intolcroncc.
l.ly own countrt, Finland, hes, perhap3, the most
restrictive immigration policy in Western Europe.
Our annual rGfuge€ quota is still below 500 and the
number of what is known as "spontaneous
refugees" reached a measly 2. | 00 last year, Of
these an extremely limited numbe? will be tranted
asylum,
These figures are laughably low in comparison
with our Nordic neighbours. What then does this
niggardliness depend on? We shouldn't fo?get
whcre Finland i3 placed on the map, thG only
Yvestern democracy having a common border
with the Soviet Union. And what a border crossing
mile upon mile of backwoods which make border
control extrem€ly difticult.
"The national interest" has overridden everything
else. The detente towards nations to the East
which was the post-war polict didn't allow for
generous handling of dissidenB .nd other maslits
who thought thet could find a ?oad to freedom. lt
was nec€ssary to make potential refugees, as f,ar
ayvay as the Urals, understand that Finland was
closed to them, The messqge did, indeed, sink in-
pressure on the easte?n border was surprisingly
low during both the St lin and the Sreznev era.
8ut, if it was necessary to harden ourselyes in the
direction of the Soviet Union, then, in
cons€quence, a tough attitude must be shown
towa?ds intruslon from the West. To be equally
unstmpathetic towards of, those who ioutht help
was a way of hiding the overwhelming importance
of the eastern border in Finnish refugee policy.
Nowadays, in the aftermath of perest?oika, new
threats are arising. Now, it's no longer a quesfion
of indivlduals sufiering political per:€cution but
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Batr'dan gelecek srzmalara karEr da kau bir
tavlr talqnmak zorundaydrk. Yardrm isteyen
herkes. ryn antipatikli$i gdstcrmek,
Finlandiya'mn miilteciler politikasrnda do$u
slmnnln biiyiik dnemini drtbas etmenin bir
yoluydu.

$imdilerde, perestroikamn yolagtrgl
felakctlerden sonra yeni tehdider giindcme
geliyor. Artrk i9, politik baslu altrnda ezilen
bireylerin meselesi olmaktan grkrp,
garesizlikten kendilerini Finlandiya
misafirperve rliSinin kuca$rna atmaya gahgan
aghl igindeki kitlelerin meselcsine doniiEtii.
Bari'ye sr$rnan Arnavudar, Helsinki'de
dehget iginde izlenmigti. Bakahm aynt
senaryo kuzeyde ne zaman tekrarlanacaktrf
Mtilteci merkezlerinin bagkam doksanlt
yrllarda siirekli btyiiyen bir Rus azrnh$rn
artrk Finlandiya yagamrrun bir parEast
oldu$u konusundaki <ing<iriileri kabul etmig
bulunuyor.
Finlandiya I808'den l9l7'ye dek Rusya'nm
Bi.iyiik Diikah$rydr, ama ozerklik alantmn
genigligi sayesinde, Dofu'dan gelen 969
girigimlerini etkili bir gekilde engelleyebildi.
Bahk iilkelerinin aksine, St. Petersburg'dan
yiikselen "yabancr" Finlandiya gr$hklan ne
denli artarsa artsrn, Finlandiya'nrn niifus
yaprsr Rusya egemenli$indcki yllar boy'unca
istikranm korumugtur. Oysa aynr d<inemde
kendilerine bir meslek edinmeye gahgan
Finler Imparatorluk topraklan azerinde
srrursrz bir dzgtirliikle dolagabilmiglerdir.
Bu, ki.igiimsenecek bir bagan de$ild.i, fakat
gene de iticili$in bu zaferi Yahudiler tizerinde ters bir etki yarat[. Kadiamlar sonrasr Yahudi
miiltecilerin dalga dalga yammrzdan geCip gitmesini sa$lamaya 6zen g6sterdik' Finlandiya'ya
kapaSr atan bin kadan ise esas olarak Rus garnizonlan araclhglyla srkr denetimde tutuldular.
Hayatlan zorlagunldr, bdylece, belki yanhg yere geldiklerini anlayrp kendi istekleriyle iilkeyi
terkederler diye beklendi.
Kendimizi, kendi igimize kapanmaya zorlc;nl,amtz, Slav girdabrna kargr stirekli korunma
giidiimiiz, insanlanmrzrn ruhunda kugkusuz olumsuz izler brraktr. Fin rniilteci politikastnt
hAlA belirleyen ve iliklerimize dek igtemig yabancr korkusu, Qarhk ddnemi d0Eiiniildiif,iinde

rather of masses sufrering starvation who, out of
sheer desperation are tempted to trt Finnlsh
hospitality. In Helsinki, the Albanian landings in
Bari were not€d with trepidation. When will this
scenario be repeated in the Northl The h€ad of the
refugee cent?es is already resigned to the forecast
of a growing Ru$ian minority as a part of Finnish
life in the nineties.
Finland was e Russian Grand Duchy from 1808 to
19 | 7, but, thanks to a treat degree of autonomy
was effectively able to prevent all attempts of
immigration from the East. Unlike in the Ealtic
States the populatlon structure remalned intact
throughout th€ Russian yearc, no matt€r how loud
the crier of complalnt were from St P€taEburg
about "foreign" Finland. At the same time Finns
who were bent on making careers for th€m3elves
moved extremely freely throughout the Emperotrs
domain.
It was no mean feat, and even so thls victory of a
version alio had an adverce efrect on lews.
Deliberately we saw to it that the waves of lewish
refugeet - following the pogroms - passed us by;
the thousand or so who happened to €nd uP in
Finland, mainly via Russian garrlsons were 8ua?ded
carefully. By maklng things unPleasant it was
hoped that, perhaps, they would leave of their own
accord, undeEtanding that they came from the
vyrong direction.
The compultion of enclosing ourcelves' being
constantly on guatd aSainst the Slavic vortex has,
without doubt, laid negative traits in people's
souls. The engrained fear of foreitne?s whlch still
dictates Finnish refugee policy is more easily
understood against this backdrop of Tsarism.
But perheps the roots 80 even deeper. From time
immemorial Finns have felt oppressed by
conquerors from both east and west. Seldom did a
foreigner come here with good intentlons. lt
wasn't for nothing that BishoP Henrik' later to
become the patron saint of the countt7' was
murdered by an angry peasant out on the cold ice.
Even the Swedish prieience was Problematic riSht
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up to the end; with Saint Henry, new lords landed.

Great distances have also influenced Finnish
mentality, lt wasn't only in wintertime that villages
were left to fend for themselves, sentenced to
isolation, sullenly warding ofr everythinB difrerent
and unusual...
There is a legend which drastically illustrates this
isolationism. A settler who had built his home deep

in the forests was surprised one day to see wood
shavings floating past on the river. lmmediately he

knew what this meanc hc had a neighboun Instead
of reioicing he grabbed his axe, made his way miles
to the north and slaughtered the cheeky intruder.
Peace was thereby restored in this territort.
In Yienna, perhaps it feels somewhat unmotiYated
to take interest in something as peripheral as
Finland and Finnish immigrant Problems. But what
we're dealing with are fears which from theil
direction focus sharply on the Eu?oPean scene of
the nincties. In the new era of population
migration Finland is, addition, acutely exPosed; the
lonS eastern border provides no Protection
whatsoever against the increasing chaos in Russia'
But Finland too has had its sanctuaries. I'm
thinking of Yiborg, the town on the Gulf of Finland'
which was finally integrated into Finland | 8 | 2.
Here the middle classes were German as early as
in Hansa times but slowly Swedes and Finns took
over, with Russians as a fourth Party. Four
languages, four nationalities lived together without
the slightest problem despite tension rising in
other parts of the country.
It was an enclave which tunctions, in the Finnish
tradition ai a ptovocative antithesis to the uniform
state rvhich nationalists dreamed about in the
spirit of Herder and Hegel.
YiborS is only the northernmost example of a
linguistic, racial, and religious mosaic which
stretch€d right across Eastern and Central Europe
down to the Mediterranean with Alexandria as the
southernmost tip. During the nineteenth century,
Yilnius in Lithuania was dominated by Jews iust as
Prague, Pilsen and Liubliana were dominated by

daha kolay anlagrlabilir.
Ne ki, bu korkunun kokleri belki daha da
derinlere inmektedir. Tarihin baErndan bu
yana, Finler, gerek baidan gerek dogudan
gelen fetihlerin baslastm hissetmiElerdir.
Zira pek az yabancrnrn buraya iyi niyederle
geldigi vakidir. Nitekim tilkemize gelip,
daha sonra, koruyucu azizimiz olan
Piskopos Henrik so$uk buzun iistiinde
dfkeli bir koylii tarafindan boguna
<ildiiriilmemiEtir. Isveg varh$r dahi sonuna
dek bir sorun olarak kalmrE, Aziz Henry ile
birlikte yeni yeni efendiler tiiremi$tir.
Uzun mesafeler de Fin diiqiince tarzrnt
etkilemigtir. Kciylerin kendi kendilerine
yetmeye, yalrtrlmrgh$a mahkirm edilmeleri,
farkh ve ola$an drgr her geyi reddetmeleri
yalmzca krg mevsimine 6zgii de$ildir... Bu
tecrit ruhunu garprcr bir gekilde anlatan bir
soylence vardrr. Ormanrn derinliklerine ev
kurmug biri giiniin birinde nehirden alap
gegen talaE pargalarr gdrunce gagrnr. Bunun
anlamrm hemen kavrar; bir komgusu vardtr.
Sevinece$ine, baltasrnr kaptr$r gibi yola
koyulur, kuzeye do$ru kilometrelerce yol
alrr ve o haddini bilmez iggalciy bulup
do$rar.
Bdylelikle kendi topra$r iizerinde bang ve
huzuru yeniden sa$lamrg olur.
Viyana'dan bakrldr$rnda periferi'deki
Finlandiya ve onun gcigmen sorunlan insana

Eok yabancr gelebilir, ilgi gekmeyebilir. Ama
burada ilgilendi$imiz 90'lar Avrupasrnda
odakla$an korkulardrr. Aynca yeni niifus
gogii devrinde, Finlandiya gdglere gok fazla agrktrr; uzun do$u stmn, Rusya'da giderek

Eiddetlenen kaosa kargt korumasrz durumdadrr.
Gergi Finlandiya'nrn da sr$rnrlacak yerleri olmuqtur. En son I8l2 yrhnda Finlandiya'ya gegen,

Finlandiya Korfezi'ndeki Viborg kasabasrm diigiiniiyorum. Tarihte Hansa zamamnda buranrn

orra srmfiru Almanlar oluErurmaktaydr, zamanla lsvegliler, Finliler ve dcirdiincii olarak da
Ruslar geldiler. ulkenin di$er y<irelerinde artan gerilime ra$men burada d6rt dil ve d<irt

milliyet en ufak bir sorun grkmadan birlikte yagadrlar.
Viborg Fin gelene$inde Herder ve He gel ruhuna uygun olarak milliyetgilerin dtigledi$i tek
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millet-tek devlete kargr krqkrrtrcr bir antitez
halinde varolan cep btilgeydi.
Viborg, do$u ve orta Avrupa'ya uzanan,
giiney ucundeki lskenderiye'yle Akdeniz'ye
kadar inen dilsel, rrksal ve dinsel mozayiSin
en kuzeydeki biricik 6rnegidir.
Ondokuzuncu yiizyrlda Liwanya'daki
Vilnius Yahudilerin; Prag, Pilsen ve
Lyubyana ise Almanlarrn egemenli$i
altrndaydr. Biikreg'in bir zamanlar bir Yunan
kenti oldu$unu acaba bugrin hatrrlayan
kalmrg mrdrr)
Bu alaErmrn ne btiytik bir inatla siirdii$iinti
anlamak igin iki diinya savaEr arasrnda en az
yiizde 14 Ukraynah, ytizde l0 Yahudi ve
yizde 23 Almandan olugan niifus yaprsryla
Polonya'ya bakmak yeterlidir. Trim bu
ydrede Yahudiler, iilkeler ve niifus gruplan
arasrnda hrzh diigtiniip htzh konuEan aractlar
olarak onemli bir rol oynadrlar. Dilsel
yetenekleri bile onlarr dzgiil krlmaya
yeterliydi. Elias Canetti antlannda,
Sof,'a'daki gocuklu$unu anlatrrken
arkadaElanyla birlikte d<irt dili birden
neredeyse begikten 6Srendiklerini ve
yalnrzca Bulgarca konugabilen bakrcrlanna
nasrl acrdtklartnl anlatrr.
Ancak bu <izel konumlarr Yahudiier'i
saldrnlara karqt agrkta btraktr. Sonunda
onlara yonelik cirtiilti nefret Alman iggali
srrasrnda korkung bigimlerde padak verdi.
Ornegin Liwanya'da halk, yerlegik 265.000
Yahudi'yi kadrn, gocuk demeden yakalayrp
yoketme konusunda biiyiik bir gaba
gosterdi.
Finlandiya korfezinin giineyindeki gok uluslu giinlnk Eok parlak koqullar beklememeliyiz.
l94l'in acrlannr gormezden gelemeyiz. Ama bunun <itesinde zaman zaman de$igik dil ve
yagam bigimlerine kucak agan, gegitlilifin iyi kdtii kabul gbrdiiSii yorelere de rastlamak
miimkiin.
Tarih, belki de loyce'un dedigi gibi, uyanmaya gahgtrSrmrz bir kibus olabilir, ama aym tarih,
kimi zaman da insano$lunun farkhhklara ahgmak konusunda ne biiyiik bir yeteneSe sahip
oldu$unu, gergek go$ulculu$a kapah bir do$aya biiriiniip, igimize kapanmamlzrn $art

the Germans. Who, today, can manage to
remember that Bucharest was once a Greek city?
How stubbornly this blend continued to be is
illustrated by Poland, between the World Wars
having no fewer than l4 percent Ukranians, l0
percent lews and 23 percent Germans.
Throughout the whole area lews played an
important role of quick-thinking and fast-talking
mediators between countries and population
groups. By th€ir linSuistic ability alone they w€re in
a class of their own; in his memoirs, Elias Canetti
tells of childhood memories from Sofia where he
and his peers learned four languages almost from
the cradle. They felt sorry for nursemaids who.
could only speak Bulgarian.
But this special position mad€ them extremely
vulnerable. ln the end the latent hatred for th€

Jews was released in thastly ways during the
German occupation; in Lith[ania, for example, the
local people were only too eager to hunt down the
265.000 lewish reridents. Ne ither women nor
children were spared.
We ought not, therefore, to expect idyllic
conditions in the multinational daily life south of
the Gulf of Finland. We can't escape the tratedies
of | 94 | . But betond them we come across reSions
which, time and time again, provide room for
different languages and life-styles, where
varietation itself was more or less taken for
granted.
History may, as loyce said, be a nightmare which
we're trtinS to wake up from. But som€times it
teaches us that mankind has a great ability to get
uscd to deviations, that we aren't necessarily in
our inner selves born with a "nature" which is alien
to genuine pluralism, lt's more likely the case that
we the modern teneration, are responsible for
inhibitions which have caused us to lose contact
with an older "Vibordan" scale.
It is somewhat of a consolation to find that this
impression is confirmed by going even further back
in time to the ancient Mediterranean world.
Greeks and Barbarians are in the iuxtaposition
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olmadr$rnr da d$retebilir. Belki de biz, yeni
kugaklar, o eski Vborg gelenegiyle
temaslmlzl yitirmemize neden olan
yasaklamalarda n bizzrt sorumluyrzdur.
Antik Akdeniz diinyasrna kadar geri gidip
baku$rmrzda, bu izlenimin do$rulanmasr
bir ttir teselli oluyor. Grek ve Barbarlann
kargrdr$r, biraz tarih bilen hcrkesin
haurlayacaf,r bir olgu. Barbar s<izcti$ii ilk
olarak yabancrlann grkardr$r homurtuyrr
tammlamak igin iiretilmig. Troyahlarda
insanlar A ve B kategorilerine aynlrrlardr; en
makbul olan zafer kargr grubun iistiinde
kiiltiirel iistiinliik saglayabilmekti
Ama yirminci yiizpldaki anlamryla rrkgrhk
Anrik Yunan'da asla kargrhk bulmamrgtrr. En
sert d6nemlerde bile Yunanhlar insani
de$erlerle ten rengini birlikte
algrlamamrglardrr. Qo$unluSunu agrk
renklilerin olugturdu$u geqidi renklerden
kolelerin varolmasr, toplumsal bakrmdan
belirli bir rrlu kategorize etmeye olanak
tanlmazdr. Xenophanes'e gcire Iskiderle
zenciler insan ti.iriiniin aynl oranda heyecan
verici <irnekleriydiler.
Briyiik Iskender'le birlikte "Flelenik"
kelimesi yepyeni ve gok genig bir anlam
kazandr. Helenik olmanrn olgiitii nesep
degil egitimdi. Atina enternasyonalizmi,
Sofokles'i iyi bilen herkese agrku. Romahlar
dogu Akdeniz'de hi.ikiimranhgr ele
gegirdiklerinde, Roma yurttaghgrna ilk hak
kazananlar Greklerdi. Sonralan Ispanyollar,
Galliler ve Afrikahlar aynr <ilgiidere gdre
Roma diinyasrnda yerlerini aldrlar. Bir sonraki agama da bu insan mozayi$inin en kutsal iktidar
odalrna; Senato'ya ba$rmh krhnmasrydr.
Bu genigleme, Caracalla'nrn MS. 202'de dim dzgiir insanlara yurtraghk hakla ranrmasrna
kadar arahksrz siirdii. Stiz konusu uygulama da k<ileleri azad ederek ya da ozgtirliiklerini saun
alarak, Roma'yr egsiz bir <irnek haline getiren toplumsal harekedili$i giivence altrna alan
yaprsryla iyice kolaylagtrrrldr.
Suriyelilerin her geye ra$men k<ile olarak tutulmasr, milattan sonra ikinci yrizyrlda Suriye
karunrn imparatorluk ailesine kadar yiikselebilmesine engel olmadr.

which everyone familiar with the classics
recognises. The word bartarian was originally used
to describe a babbling noise made by foreigners. As
early as Troian times people were split into A and
B categories, victory over them being culturally
gilded, the best possible.
But racialism in its twentieth-century meaning
never became praxis in Ancient Greece. Not even
in the haughtiest staSes did the Greeks couple skin
colour to human values. Slaves of difrerent colours
were to be found, fair skinned being in the
maiority, making it impossible to brand a
particular race socially. For Xenophanes, Scythians
and negroes were equally erciting examples of the
human rece.
With Alexander the Great the t€rm "Hellenic"
was given a new and dramatically broader
meaning. Education rather than extraction decided
where one belonged being the "Hellenic creed".
Athenian internationalism stands out as being open
to all who are well acquainted with Sophocles.
When the Romans came on the scene as masters
over the Eastern Medlterranean, the Greeks
belonged to those chosen early to have the right to
Roman citizenship. But soon a stieam of Spaniards,
Gauls, and Africans were eleyated in the same
manner. The next stcp was to follow this motley
crew to belongint to the holiest centre of power -
the Senate.
The radius was constantly extendcd until Caracalla
in 202 AD allowed all free men to become citizens.
This process was made easier by the possibility of
setting slaves free or paying for their freedom, with
an ensured social mobilitl which in itself makes
Rome a remarkable field of experiment.
That Syrians above all others were held as slayes
didn't prevent Syrian blood from seeping as high
up as the emporial family as early as the second
century AD.
There was no place for apartheid In the elastlc
Roman system. This didn't prevent Romans from
having their own raclally prejudiced restrictions.
Wily Egyptians and lying Arabs got their fair share
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of contempt, as did the Jews with their repugnant
circumcision. But for entrepreneurc and glfted
people elevation was always available.
Most important to ethnical co-exirtence was the
fact that Romans didn't require religious
uniformity. Roman gods were not iealously
inclined; the city on the banks of the Tiber
brimmed oyer wlth foreign religious rites and
beliefs. l.lithras, for erample, during certain
periods, being worchipped in some one hundred
places. The condition given was that order in the
State must not be violated, and, by refusing to
swear allegiance to the Emperor, Christians placed
themselves outside the community.
But why dwell on antiquity? Weren't they
nevertheless a question of slave states in the
ultimate analysis; where Greek snobbery and the
Roman craving for power always permeated
societt in equally unpleasant mixtures. Yes, of
course, but that isn't the yvhole truth. lrlankind in
antiquity, if anywhere, confirmed that it is possible
for people of different origins and customs to find a
collective civllized formula-
In its early period, lslam too understood the
necessity of adiusting the mixture of cultures which
had grown up around the l.lediterranean. Above
all, in Spain we see Arabic, lewish, and Christian
life in a fruitful symbiosis; perhaps European ,ews
have only felt really at home among the l'loors.
But the great moment soon passed. Almost
exactly fiye hundred years ago th€ fountain at
Alhambra changed owners, both Muslims and ,ews
being thrown out of the country. Under Castilian
leadership a countrY deyeloped, bound toSether bt
the dream of one faith, one languaSe, one rac€.
The "pure" nation wa3 thereby established as a
European alternatiYe.
It should be noticed that toards of lews moved in
wayes to the Levant which was under Turkish rule.
Here even Joseph Micas had a fabulous care€r, a
kind of Fugger of the East raised by a Srateful
sultan to b€come the Count of Naxos. By th€ end
of the 3ixteenth century Constantinople and

sAlililrEl{

Esnek Roma diizeninde apartheide yer
yoktu. Kuskusuz ki, bu olgu Romahlan,
rrkgr bnyargrlann yol agugr kaynaklanan
tasarrufl ardan ahkoymuyordu. Nitekim
dizenbaz Mrsrrhlarla, yalancr Araplar itilip
kakrlrrdr, bir de o iSreng siinnederiyle
Yahudiler.
Ama girigimciler ve ye tenekli insanlar igin
yi.ikselme olana$r sonsuzdu. Bu etnik
birlikteligi miimkiin krlan en dnemli <izellik,
Romahlann toplumdan tek-dinlilik
beklememeleriydi. Roma tannlan ktskang
degildiler; Tiber kryrlannda Geqidi yabancr
dinlerin ayinleri yaprllyor, inanglarr
yagatrhyordu. Orne$in, belirli done mlerde
yiiz kadar yerde Mithras'a tap ryordu. Tek
kogul, devletin dtizenini ihlAl etmemekti;
Hrristiyanlar, Imparatora ba$hhk yemini
etmeyerek kendilerini bu agrdan toplumdan
drEarlamrglardr.
Ama antik diinyaya takrhp kalmarun ne
anlamr var| Her geye ragmen son
goziimlemede, rilkeler ister Grek
ukalah$rmn istcrsc Roma aggdzliiltigiiniin
aym oranda toplumu sevimsiz kaflErmlar
haline soktu$u ka.leci devleder idiler. Ne var
ki, gergek bu kadarla srnrh degil. Antik
dtinyada insanhk, farkh kokleri ve adederi
olan insanlann kollektif, uygar bir formill
gergevesi iginde birlikte yaEayabileceklcrini
karutlamrgtr.
Ilk dcinemlerinde lslam da Akdeniz
civannda serpilen tiim kiiltiirlerin bir
kangrmrm oluEturma zorunlulu$unu
kavramrqtr. lspanya'da Arap, Yahudi ve Hrristiyan yagam tarzlannrn tiretken bir simbiyosisini
gortiriiz; Avrupa yahudileri belki de yalntzca Ma$ribiler arastnda kendilerini gerfekten
huzurlu hissettiler.
Ama gi.in geldi, dtinya de$igti. Tam begyiiz yrl tince Elhamra Qegmesi el de$igtirdi;
Mi.isliimanlar da Yauhdiler de rilkedcn atrldrlar. Kastilya liderli$inde tek inang, tek dil ve tek
rrhn bir arada tutu$u bir tilke sivrildi. Bttyl€likle bir Avrupa alternatifi olarak *sa{" ulus inga
edilmig oldu.
Yahudilerin akrn akrn Tiirk egemenli$i altrndaki doiu Akdeniz topraklanna gogti.iklcrini

tllherc does Euto?e end?
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Saloniki had nearly 1 60.000 lewish inhabitants.
As with Habsburg and Russia, the Ottoman EmPlre

was a multinational afrair which looked vert lightly

upon race and tongue. A kindred spirit can be seen

in Potemkin, Catherine ll's favourite' who, wanting
to colonize southern Russia in the eighteenth
century, allowed settlers of the most Yaried
possible extraction to flow across the border. All

were welcomed, from escaped Polish serfs to
conscientious Germans.
These so-called Yolga Germans were to be
deported by Stalin, who was full of Slavic fire, and

their land Russianised. In l94l there was no place

left for multicultural wantonness. But the turning
point had come a lot earller. When Kemal Atatiirk
drove millions of Greeks out of Smyrna, now
known as lzmir, he broke with coeristence which
had been a Levantian tradition established as long
ago as Homeric times. At that Point in time the
modern nationat state had already been formed in
Europe with its cry for linguistic and ethnic unity'
also supported by Wilson's fourte€n points.
This development has roots both in the French
Revolution and German Romanticism. DesPite
good intentions this led, as E.l. Hobsbwm says' to
the new states, built upon the ruins of old emPires
being equally multinational themselves as the

"peoples prisons" of yesteryear. The only thing
that happened was that the term "opPressed
people" was exchanged for "oppressed
minorities".
What still remained was mopping uP oPerations
and repatriotisation of peoples of the kind that
Hitler undertook and which the victorious powers
in their turn took to in Poland and Czechoslovakia
as well as elsewhere. YVe can agree with Hobsbawn
that forming a homogeneous terrltorial nation is a
protram which can only be achieved by barbarians.
It should sufiice to mention Yugoslavia as a current
example.
The fact that a national state is a Soal which even
nowadays can move the teneral PoPulace to is
shown by events in the East; from l'loldavia to

umutmamak lazrm. Burada foseph Micas,
bir tiir Do$u Taciri olarak muhtegem bir
kariyer bile yaptl ve miitegekkir sultan
tarafindan Naxos Beyli$ine yiikseltildi.
Onaluncr yiizyrhn sonunda Istanbul ve
Selanik'te f 60.000 civannda Yahudi
yaEamaktaydr. Habsburg ve Rusya gibi
Osmanh lmparatorlu$u da gok ulusluydu ve
dil aynmr konusunu pek ciddiye almazdr. II.
Katerina'nln gcizdesi Potemkrn'de de aynr
ruhu gdrmek miimkiindt; Prens,
onsekizinci yiizyrlda gtney Rusya'yr
kolonize ederken, gegidi rrklardan insanlara
srnlr kapllannl agmrgtl. Polonyah kagak
serflerden gah$kan Almanlara kadar herkes
bu topraklarda kabul gordii.
Adr gegen Volga Almanlan daha sonra
Slavhk ategiyle yanan Stalin tarafindan srntr
drgr edildiler, geride topraklan ise
Ruslagunldr. L94l'de kiiltiirel c<imertli$e
yer yoktu. Oysa dciniim noktasr gok daha
erken yaganml$tl. Kemal Atatiirk gimdi lzmir
diye bilinen Smyrna'dan milyonlarca
Yunanlyr siiriip atugrnda, ta Homer
zamanrndan beri bir do$u Akdeniz toresi
olan birlikte yagama <izelli$ini de kesip atmrg
oldu. Tarihin o noktasrnda, Avrupa'da, dil
ve etnik birlik sloganryla ve aynl zamanda
Wilson'un ondort ilkesiyle desteklenerek
modern ulus devlet kurulmu$tu.
S<iziinti ettifimiz geligmenin k<ikleri Fransrz
Devrimi ve Alman Romantizmine kadar
gider. E.l. Hobsbawm'rn belirttigi gibi, eski
imoaratorluklann vrkrnulan iistiine
gimdilerin "halklarrn hapishaneleri" gibi gokuluslu ktigiik devletler olugmuE, tek fark ise

"ezilen insanlar" teriminin yerini "ezilen aztnltklar" teriminin almast olmuEtur.

Geriye kalan temizleme harekAtlan ve Hitler'in yonlendirdi$i tiirden insanlann yeniden

vatanseverleqtirilmeleri ve kargrh$rnda muzaffer gtglerin Polonya ve Qekoslavakya'da
yaptrklanndan bagka bir $ey de$ildi. Bu noktada Hobsbawm'a kaulmamak miimkiin de$il;

homojen bir ulusal yaprsr olan iilke olugturma programl ancak barbarlar tarafindan

baEanlabilir. Yalan ornek olarak Yugoslavya'dan soz etmek yeterli.

Milli devletin zamanrmrzda hdld halk ylglnlannl harekete gegiren bir erek oldugunun kamtr
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Do$u'da olanlar: Moldavya'dan
Kazakistan'a kadar, Moskova'nrn
direktiflerine karqr agrk protesto hareketleri
halinde ulusal kimlik savunuluyor. Eski
Sor.yeder Birli$i'nde bir zamanlar Habsburg
Imparatorlu$u'nu sarsan pargalanmantn
benzeri yaganryor. Ttim onceden
hesaplanamazh$ryla azrnhk sorunlart tekrar
ya$anlyor.
Batr Avrupa adrm adtm btitiinleEmeye do$ru
giderken Do$u Bloku'nun yayrlan
milliyetqilik ategiyle gitgide daha kiigiik
pargalara bolt-inmesi arastndaki geliqki ilging
delil mif Ama bu geliEkinin agrklamast da
son derece basit: kiginin ozgiirliigiiniin bir
lasmrndan feragat edebilmesi igin <incelikle
ozgiir olmasr gerek.
Irlanda ve ltalya gibi iilkeler gimdilerde
Hrrvadar. Gtirctiler ve Baltrk halklannrn
yiireklerini yakan haklar igin goktan
savaEmtglar.
Artrk bugiin, prestij kaygllan gozetmeden
kendilerini daha genig AT yaprsrna
hazrrlamrg bulunuyorlar. $una inantyorum
ki' ba$rmsrzhk kargagasr mudu sona
erdiSinde benzeri bir biitiinlegme agamasr
Dogu halklarrnr da beklemekte. Uzun
vadede gelece$i olan, "Briiksel" tarzr,
gciniillii bir birlik. Otuzlu yrllardan gayet iyi
hatrrladr$rmrz ulusal ekonomilere dtiniiq
artrk olanaksrz. Taqrmacrhk ve
telekomiinikasyon alanlarrndaki geliqmeler,
eski srmr kavramrnr goktan gegersiz klldl.
Robert B. Reich'rn dedi$i gibi, yeni
kugaklar iilkelerinden gok, gah$trklan Eirkete sadrk oluyorlar. Ister be$enelim, ister

begenmeyelim IBM ve Mitsubishi, gegmiEin gokuluslu rilke kurucularrnrn ga$dag kargrhklarr.

Brtksel diizlemindeki bu merkezilegme nin., beraberinde yeni yiiresel hareketlilik olanaklarr

gerirmesi geligik bir durum yaratryor. Prestijini ve etkisini siirekli yitiren baEkentlerin
Avrupasrnda larsal kesimler canlanryor. Belki de bizi etkileyen kimlik bunahmlna bir g6ztim de

y<iresel yurtseverliktir. Insanlar kendilerini bilgisayarlagmrg bir kolektivite iginde yurtsuz ve

kimliksiz hissettikge kendilerine daha yakrn ve daha iyi tanrmlanmrg olana daha gok sarrlrrlar.

Zamanrmrzda g6gler Batr gehirlerinin profilini radikal olarak de$igime u$ratmrqtrr. Yeni g,bgler

Kazakstan nationel identity is defended, in open
protest against directives from lrloscow. In the
former Soviet Union we are faced with the same
disintegration that once aff€cted the Habsburg
Empire. Minority problems in all their
unpredictability are repeatint themselves.
Doesn't the contrast seem remarkable between
Utestern Europe which, step by step, is being
integrated and the Easte"n Eloc which, in a spring
feyer of nationalism, is being broken up into
smaller and smaller units? But the erplanation is in
fact extremely simple: one has firct to be free in
order to abstain from some of one's freedom,
Countries like lreland and ltaly have long since
succeeded in fighting for those rights which engage
th€ hearts of Croatians, Georgians and the peoPles
of th€ Baltic States.
So, today, they can subiugate themsclves to the

Sreater EC patt€rn in a relaxed manner, without
prestige becoming involved. I am convinced that an
equivalent phase of integration awaits the peoPles
to the East when the tumult of independence is
happily over.
In the long run it is surely a unity ofthe voluntary

"Brussels" kind that has a future. Returning to the
national economies which we are all too familiar
with from the thirties is no longer possible.
Progress in the fields of telecommunications and
transport already make the old thought3 of
borders obsolete.
As Rob€rt B. Reich puts it: new generations grow
up to be more loyal to their comPany than their
countrt. For better and for worse IBM and
l.litsubishi are the modern equivalents of the
multinational nation-builderc of the Past.
It is paradoxical that this centtalisation at the
Brussels level has brought with it a possibility for
new reglonol mobilisation. Country areas are
enlivened in a Europe in which capitals continue to
lose their prestige and influence. Perhaps local
patriotism is on€ of the answers to the identity
crisis which aftlicts us; the more homeless and
faceless individuals feel in the embrace of the
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computerised collective, the more they cling to

that which is closely and safely defined.
At the time immigration has takcn place which is

radically changing city profiles in the West. New

migrations hav€ - to quote Hobsbawm again -

restored the ethnic comPlexity which the

"barbarians" did their best to stifle. The
Babylonian swarms of Rome of Constantinople in

former times have suddenly become everyday life
in Eerlin or Paris.
This is a chanSe which many react against with
distaste and fean 8ut, there is no way back.
Fortunately, betond the short era which bore the
signature of nationalism and the national state'
Europe has erperiences of its own which spurs us
on. Where, if not in Vienna, should we feel able to
believe in a tomorrow under the banner of
manifoldness?

- yine Hobsbawm'dan ahnu yaPacak
olursak - "barbarlann" silip yoketmek igin
ellerinden geleni yaptrklan e tnik
karmagrkh$r geri getirmektedir. GeEmiEte
Roma ve Konstantinopolis'te gcirtilen Babil
karmagasr aniden Berlin ve Paris'in giindelik
ya$amlna girivermigtir. Birgoklan bu
deSiqime korku ve ofkeyle bakryor. Ama geri
doniiq yok. Milliyetgilik ve rnilli devlet
imzasrm tagtyan krsa donemden sonra
Avrupa bizi yiireklendiren deneyimlerden
gegiyor. Qegidilik bayragrmn dalgalandtgt
yannlara Viyana'da de$ilse, nerede
inanaca$rzf


